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Vor. III. NOVEMBEH, 1822. No. 5.

The following Abstracts of The Society for the Propagation of

THE Gospel, and of The African Institution, are selected from the

London Missionary Re^rister.

SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF
THE GOSPEL.

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1821.

State of the Funds.

Receipts of the Year.

£ S. d.

Benefactions and LpKacies 735 19 10

Subscriptions and Entrances 628 8 6

Associuted Members 396 18 0

Dividends, Rents, k Annuit. 4281 15 2

Grant from Parliament, in aid

of Expenses in the Nortli

American Colonies 9307 10 0

15,430 11 6

Pavments of the Year.

£ s. d.

toSalaries and Gratuities

Missionaries

Salaries to Schoolmasters

Pensions -

Exhibitions to Scholars at

the College and Academy
in Nova Scotia

Books sent abroad

Salaries,

dentals

16789

1600

1336

610

6£5

Printing, and Inci-

1027 3 10

21,989 10 5

In the separate account of the East India Col-

lege, it appears that there has been received by

collections, 908Z. 12^.
;
and, by dividends, 1914/.

2s. 6c/ ; and that the payments have been, on

account of Salaries, 850/. and for Incidentals, 9/.

21

Increasing Exertions and Wants of the

Societij.

Previously to the separation of the

thirteen American Colonies from the

Parent Country, the whole of those ex-

tensive provinces participated in the bene-

fits derived from the exertions of the So-

ciety ; but since the acknowledgment of

the independence of the United States,

its operations in North America have

been necessarily limited to the Provinces

of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,

and Newfoundland. Of late years the

population in those Colonies has in-

creased to such an extent, that the So-

ciety has deemed it necessary to enlarge

the number of its Missionaries f^ir bej'ond

what was required during the last war;

the spiritual wants of those countries can-

not be adequately supplied without such

an addition to the Ministers of Religion

as would almost double the number that

was considered sufficient, even at so late

a period as the year 1816. The actual

number of Missionaries now in the ser-

vice of the Society is 86 ; in addition to

which, a large body of Schoolmasters is

partially supported from its funds.

Another source of expenditure has

been opened to the Society, in the ex-

tended Colonization of the southern parts

of Africa, and in the interior of New-

Holland ; where it will form an object of

great and important interest, to carry

forward the same plans of religious in-

struction and general education which
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have been found so efifectual in the North

American Colonies.

To meet these great and increasing de-

mands, the resources of the Society are

found to be wholly inadequate, notwith-

standing the liberal aid which they have

obtained from Parliamentary Orants.

They have already been under the ne-

cessity of reducing their capital stock by

the sale of 10,000/. 3 per cent. Consoli-

dated Bank Annuities ; and a further sum

of considerable magnitude will be required

to make good the deficiencies of the pre-

sent year.

The Collections under the authority of

the Royal Letter, granted in 1819, are

appropriated to the exclusive uses of

Bishop's College, Calcutta, and the es-

tablishments connected with it ; and will

be found unequal to answer the increasing

demands from that quarter. The foun-

dation of a College Library has been laid

at a considerable expense, which will re-

quire many additions to render it efficient

for the purposes of the Institution. At

the Meeting of the Board in March, it was

Fesolved to endow ten Theological Scho-

larships, and the same number of Lay

Scholarships, to form a body of School-

masters and Catechists, as well as Mis-

sionaries; the charge for which cannot

be estimated at less than twenty thousand

pounds.

StaU and Prospects of the College.

The following brief extract will show the

present slate of the College, and the plans in

contemplation :

—

It is expected that the buildings will be

finished at the conclusion of the present

year *, by which time, it is hoped, that

the plans of the Society will be in active

operation, by the admission of a certain

number of Students, and the arrival in

India of two English Missionaries, in con-

formity with the express wish of the

Bishop.

Ten Theological Scholarships and ten

Lay Scholarships have been founded by

the society for Native or European

youths educated in the principles of

Christianity ; and the sum of 1000/. per

annum has been appropriated to this

special purpose. The ordinary age of ad-

mission is fourteen.

The Society cannot fail to congratu-

late themselves and the public, upon the
'

prospect which has been opened to their

views. Since the commencement of their

operations jn India, no one unfavourable

circumstance has occasioned the slightest

interruption to their undertaking : on the

contrary, the public authorities, and indi-

viduals of the highest character and re- I

spectability, have united in offering those
|

encouragements which will be most es-
|

sential to its success.

To render the site of the College and
its inclosure more complete, Charles '

Theophilus Melcalf, Esq. has transferred

to the Society, in fee, a piece of ground
adjoining to that which was originally

granted by the Supreme Government;
by which arrangement the Institution

will be furnished with every accommo-
dation which its most zealous supporters

can desire.

The formation of a College Library
has involved the Society in a heavy
charge ; and they feel disposed to invite

their friends to contribute to this object,

either by pecuniary donations or presents

of books.

Missionaries, Schoolmasters, and JSTotitxa,

The following summary of the Society's Mis-

sionaries and Schoolmasters, with Notitia of their

proceedings, is collected, so far as they have been

stated, from the Report for 1821 : but the returns

of Schools, &.C. are very incomplete.

JVewfoundland.

Stations, 14—Missionaries, 4 ; at Sa-

laries of 200/. each—Schoolmasters, 12;

at Stipends amounting together to 190/.

Vacancies, one Missionary and one

Schoolmaster.

Marriages, 51—Baptisms, 443—Scho-
lars at two Stations, 28 male and 18 fe-

males—Communicants, IGf)—Burials, 84.

JVova Scotia.

Stations, 35—Missionaries, 25 ; of

whom, one at Halifax, has 400/. per an-

num
;

one, who acts as Visiting .Mis-

sionary, has 300/. ; one, who supplies two

stations, has 230/.-, twenty-one have 200/.

each ; and one, who is Assistant Mission-

ary, has 100/.—Catechists, 2; at 10/.
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each—Schoolmasters, 31 ; of whom, one

at Halifax, on the National System, has

150/. per annum ; the Stipends of the

rest amounting together to 430/. ; School-

mistresses, 6 : of whom, a National

Schoolmistress at Halifax has 50/. and
the rest together 40/.—Vacancies, two
Schoolmasters.

Marriages, 2^5—^Baptisms, 671 ; Scho-

lars, at Halifax, 171 male and 114 female;

and at Sheet Harbour, 49 male and 13 fe-

male—Communicants, 638—Burials, 178.

.Yeu? Bmnsmr.k.

Stations, 19—Missionaries, 16 ; of

whom, 13 have 200/. each, one Assistant

has 150/, and two other Assistants have
100/. each—Schoolmasters, 19 : ofwhom
a National Schoolmaster at St. John's
has 50/. per annum, and the rest together

260/.—Schoolmistresses, 2 : of whom one
at St. John's on the National Sytem has

20/. and the other has 10/.

Marriages, 214—Baptisms, 514—Scho-
lars, at St. John's, 150 male and 150 fe-

male ; and at Maugerv ille, 68—Commu-
nicants, 452—Burials, 136.

Cape Breton.

Stations. 2—Missionary, I ; at 200/.

per annum-^Schoolmasters, 2 ; at 15/.

each—Schoolmistress, 1 ; at 10/.

No returns of marriages. &lc.

Pnnce Edward's Island.

Stations, 2—Missionaries, 2 : one at

200/. and the other at 100/.— Schoolmas-

ter, 1 ; at 15/.

Scholars, 46 male and 3 female. No
other returns.

Upper Canada.

Stations, 20—Missionaries, 19: of

whom, one at York has 275/. per annum :

one, who \isits the Indians, has 220/.; 16

have 200/. each ; and one has 50/.

—

Schoolmaster for the Mohawks, one, at

15/. and one Catechist at 10/.

Marriages, 137— Baptisms, 308—Scho-
lars, at York, 50 male and 30 female

—

Communicants, 356— Burials, 105.

Lower Canada.

Stations, 17—Missionaries, 20: ofwhom
one, who acts as Visiting Missionary, has

300/. per annum ; one has 215/. ; 17 have

SOO/. each; and one has 100/.—National

Schoolmaster at Quebec, one, at 200/.

per annum.

Marriages, 28—Baptisms, 84—Com-
municants, 109—Burials, 20.

AFRICAN INSTITUTION.
Every Report ofthe African Institution is esta-

blishing increasing" claims on its behalf to the cor-

dial support of all humane minds. The Sixteenlli

Report; which has just reached us, forms a very

considerable Volume, almost entirely occupied by

that one subject, which is so fatal to Africa, and

is the oppi obrium and degradation of several of

the European Nations. Some of those Stales

which suffered most severely under the iron hand

of the Oppressor, are now provoking the recri-

minating vralh of their Almighty Deliverer, by

forcing every year into interminable slavery, and

that with circumstances of wanton barbarity, tens

of thousands of men, women, and children, who

are far more entitled to be free than those who en-

slave them.

Though, however, this Volume abounds in dis-

tressing details of proceedings, disgraceful to all

the parlies concerned in them, yet these state-

ments are intermingled with others which are

highly encouraging. In France itself, the voice

of Truth and Justice begins to sound from the

lips of the eloquent and the noble, in a manner

which callous but miscalculating Self-interest

will not long be able to resist. The political con-

dition ol Spain and Portugal will, in all probabi-

lity, lead to the abandonment of this guilty com-

merce. The republics oftlie New World are

nobly setting them the example. I he Legisla-

ture and the Navy of the United States are sia-

cere in their endeavours to sweep this traffic from

the earih. And, till this consummation is attained,

it pleases God graciously to overrule the wicked-

ness of Man, by singularly blessing the benevo-

lent labours of Christians in behalf of the rescued

victims of this trade ; and thereby preparing

them to become Teachers and Benelactors of

their own country, when the time shall come iu

which its interior can be explored and visited with

safety.

On all these points, ample evidence is given m
this Report of the histitution, and the valuable do-

cuments annexed to it. We shall give as full an

abstract of them as our limits w ill allow.

But we shall first cadi the Reader's attention te

the

Resolutions of the House of Commons in refer'

ence to the Slave Trade.

It is to the vigilance of the Directors ©f the
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Institution, that wc are indebted for the Resolu-

tions and Addresses, which, from Session to Ses-

sion, are brought befoie Parliament, and, receiv*

ing its unanimous sanction, disseminate through-

out the world, with all the weight ol' its authority,

just and eiilightened views on the subject of this

Trade.

On the 27th of June, Mr. Wilberforce moved

some Resolutions ol this nature, in the House of

Commons, which were adopted without a dissen-

tient voice, and an Address to His JViajesty

grounded thereon ordered to be presented. '1 hese

Resolutions w ill furnish an abstract oi the chief

matters in the Report of the Institution. They

draw a melancholy picture ol the councils and

measures of Nations, which seem to have been

chastised by the Almighty in vain ; but who will

doubtless, w ith treniendous vengeance, if they re-

pent not of their deeds, visit on them the blood of

their Brethren, which trielh unto Him from the

ground !

VV e subjoin these Resolutions :—

•

Resolved, ntinint contradicente. That
an Humble Address be presented to his

Majebty, to represent to him that the

deep interest which this House has so

long taken, and still continues to take, in

the abolition of the Slave Trade, had led

us to peruse, with no little solicitude, the

papers relative to that subjet t, which,

by his Majesty's commands, were late-

ly laid before us ; nor could we forbear

indulging a hope that his Majesty's re-

newed representations and remonstrances

Tvould have, at length, produced the de-

sired effect, of causing the various Go-
vernments, by whose subjects the Slave

Trade was still carried on, seriously to

consider the numerous and powerful ob-

ligations under which they lay, to co-ope-

rate with his Majesty, heartily and effi-

ciently, in order to put an end for ever

to this enormous evil

—

But that we have learned with grief

and shame, that with very few exceptions,

every Jiope of this nature has been alto-

gether frustrated ; and that we are still

compelled to witness the strange and hu-

miliating spectacle of practices, which
are acknowledged to be made up of wick-

edness and cruelty, by the very Govern-
ments whose subjects are nevertheless

carrying them on, upon a great and con-
^nually increasing scale

—

That we observe, however, with satis-

faction, that the powerful reasoning and
continued expostulations of Ins Majesty's

Government, enforced by the strong and
persevering remonstrances of his Majes-

ty's Ambassador at the Couri of the jVc-

therlands, have, at length produced an ad-

mission of the just construction of the

Treaty with that Power

—

That we are glad to see, that some of

the abuses have been corrected, which

had prevailed in the conduct of the Courts

of Mixed Jurisdiction of Sierra Leone

:

but that experience has proved the ne-

cessity of altering that provision, which

renders it necessary for the Slaves to

have been actually on shipboard, to justi-

fy the condemnation of the vessel ; and
of allowing due weight to be given to

that decisive proof of the object of the

voyage, which is afforded by the peculiar

mode of fitting and equipping Slave

Vessels

—

That it is some alleviation o( the pain

produced by the almost uniform tenor of

those distressing accounts, to learn that

the Cortes of Spain has subjected all who
should be found concerned in Slave Trad-

ing to a severe and infamoi^ punishment;

and that, with this evidence oi a just es-

timate of the guilt of the crime, we can-

not but hope that they will not rest satis-

fied with a legal prohibition, but that they

w ill provide the requisite means for carry-

ing their law into execution

—

That we find with concern, that the

vessels of Portugal, so far from gradually

retiring from the Trade, have been carry-

ing it on with increased activity ; more

especially on that very part of the coast

which is to the North of the Line, in di-

rect violation of the Treaty by which she

had stipulated to confine her Trade to

the South of it: but that we cannot but

cherish the hope, that the New Govern-

ment of Portugal will manifest a warmer

zeal for enforcing a Treaty which every

law, divine or human, binds her to ob-

serve

—

That we have observed, with no little

pleasure, the zeal for the Abolition of the

Slave Trade, which has been manifested

by the Commanders of the Ships-of-war
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i of the United States of America employ-

ed on the Coast of Africa, and the dispo-

sition which they have shown to co-ope-

rate with the Officers of his Majesty's

I

Navy for their common object; but that

I we are concerned to have perceived, in

I
the American Government, no disposition

to give up the objections which it former-

ly ur^d against the estabhshment of a

mutual right of examining; each others'

ships on the Coast of Africa. That we
had hoped that the powerful arfjuments,

used by the Committee of the House of

Representatives in favour of this arrangje-

ment, would have their just wei*;;ht ; more
especially that which points out the dif-

ference, or rather contrariety, between

the convent onal and qualified system,

and the right of searching neutral vessels

without any previous treaty, as claimed

and practised in war : above all, that the

consideration so strongly enforced, that

it is only by the establishment of some
such system, that the Trade can ever be
eflfectually abolished, would have induced

the American Government to consent to

it, when the object in question involves

the rights and happiness of so large a

portion of our fellow-creatures.

That with the deepest concern, we
find, as to the last year, vessels under the

French Flag, trading for Slaves along the

whole extent of the Coast of Africa: at

home and abroad, Proposals are circulat-

ed for Slave-trading Voyages
;
inviting

the smallest capitals, and tempting adven-

turers by the hopes of enormous profits

:

that the few ships-of-war of that country,

stationed in Africa, oflfer no material ob-

struction to the Trade, nor do the Go
vernors of her Colonies appear to be

more active: and, all this while the

French Government reprobates the traf-

fic in the strongest terms ; and declares

that it is using its utmost efforts for the

prevention of so great an evil: that it is

deeply to be regretted, that a Govern-

ment, which has been generally regarded

as eminent for its efficiency, should here

alone find its effects so entirely paralys-

ed : that, meanwhile, we can only conti-

nue to lament, that a great and gallant

nation, eminently favoured by Providence

with natural advantages, and-among the

very foremost in all the distinctions and
enjoyments of civilized life, should thus,

on its restoration to the blessings of

Peace and t(» the Government of its Legi-

timate Sovereign, appear, in fact, to be

the chief agent in blasting the operjing

prospects of civilization, which even

Africa had begun to present, and in pro-

longing the misery and barbarism of that

vast Continent—
That, on the whole, we conjure his

Majesty to renew his remonstrances

;

and to render it manifest, that his inter-

ference has not been a matter of form,

but of serious and urgent duty. That
this Country will at least have the satis-

faction of knowing that we have been ac-

tive and unwearied in making reparation

to Africa, for the wrong with which wo
ourselves were so long chargeable ; and

we cannot doubt that we shall ultimately

be able to congratulate his Majesty on

the success of his endeavours ; and on

his having had a principal share in wiping

away th«' foulest blot on the character of

Christendom.

SIXTEENTH REPORT.

From the Report and its ample Appendix, we
shall digest, under distinct heads, such informa-

tion and remarks as may be likely to interest our

Readers most deeply in this great cause.

Further Increase of the Slave Trade.

We shall extract some particulars, in addition

to the statements on this subject in the foregoing"

Resolutions.

Copies of the Addresses to his Majesty by both

Houses of Parliament, were forwarded, it ap-

pears, by Government, to our Ambassadors at

Paris, Brussels, Lisbon, and Madrid ; but were

not officially communicated to any o*'the Foreigti

Governments. The Directors remark on this

point

—

As these Addresses should seem not to

have been officially communicated to any

of the Foreign Governments, it is hardly

to be supposed that they should have

produced any material effect in diminish-

ing the Slave Trade. On the contrary,

the Directors have the painful task of

stating, that the extent of that Trade ap-
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pears rather to have increased during the

period which has elapsed since the last

Annual Meeting.

In proof o» tliis increase, they add

—

To show this more clearly , it will be

sufficient to take a hrief review of the in-

formation which has since reached them
from unquestionable sources, and espe-

cially from papers which have been re-

cently laid before Parliament on the sub-

ject.

It thence appears, that the whole line

of Western Africa, from the river Sene-
gal to Benguela, that is to say, from
about the latitude of 150 north to the
latitude of about 13^ south, has, during
that period, swarmed with Sl.ive Ves-
sels ; and that an active and increasing
Slave trade has also been carried on upon
the Eastern shores of that continent, par-
ticularly from the Island of Zanzebar.

The chief seat of this detestable traffic

on the west coast, may be considered to
be the Rivers Bonny and Calabar. It

was ascertained on good authority, by
Captain Leeke of his Maj. -sty's Ship
Myrmidon, that, from July 18^0 to Oc-
tober lt]21, an interval of about fifteen

months, 190 Slave ships had entered the
river Bonny, and that 162 had entered
the Calabar, for the purpose of purchas-
ing slaves—a fact which may afford some
idea of what must have been the dreadful

aggregate of misery inflicted, during the

last year, on that unhappy portion of the

globe.

Many distressing details from the Parliamenta-

ry papers are given in proof of this, in the Ap-

pendix.

Sir Charles Mac Carthy writes, in January

I sincerely lament that my forebodings,

as to the extent of tlie traffic in Slaves,

have been fully realized ; that more
Slaves were carried from Africa in the
course of last year, than in the preceding
year.

An ititelligent observer estimates, from authen-

tic sources of information, that, in about six

mouths, at the latter part of 1820, and the begin-

ning of 1821, there were thirty-eight thou-
SAKD Fi\j: HUNDRED slaves Carried off from

the coast to the southward only of Sierra Leone

!

Aggravated Cruelty of the Slave Tradt,

An important discussion took place in March,
in the French Chamber of Peers, on the sul>ject

of the Slave Trade, w hen the Due de Broglie

brought forward a motion lor an address to the

King, praying that he would direct more effica-

cious law s to be proposed (or repressing the Slave

Trade.

The Directors say

—

The motion was prefaced by a Speech
of singular excellence, which has since

been printed ; and which is distinguishedi

no less by a luminous exposition of the

facts of the case, than by the force of

its arguments, the conciliatory tone of its

observations, and the elevation of the

moral sentiments w hich pervade and ani-

mate it. The Directors anticipate the

best effects from its general diffusion

throughout France : it may justly be

ranked amcmg the best of those efforts

of eloquence which marked the progress

of this sacred cause among ourselves.

From this Speech we extract some impressive

remarks on the aggravated cruelty of the trade—

During the seven years which inter-

vened between the Abolition of the Slave

Trade by the English and Americans

and the peace of 1814, those vast regions

of Africa which are situated between the

Tropics, had been restored to a compa-

rative state of tranquillity and happiness:

the African nations lived in a state of

greater peace with one another: the ef-

forts of the generous founders of Sierra

Leone were crowned with a certain de-

gree of success—some seeds of industry

were apparent; religion was gaining some
conquests—and civilization was advanc-

ing. But when the renewal of the peace

in Europe became the signal for the re-

newal of the Slave Trade, the scene was

totally changed: the unfortunate Afri-

cans recommenced their predatory and

murderous warfare—parents began again

to sell their children, the husband his

wife, the brother his brother—all family

ties were once more torn asunder.

It must likewise be considered, that

when the Slave Trade was carried on

openly and without restraint, the govern-

ments of Europe could direct their vigi-

lance to the regulation of slave ships ;
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they could prescribe the number of ne-

groes which each was allowed to trans-

port, according to her burden— provide,

in a certain degree, for the maintenance

of these wretched beings—ensure to thera

a sufficient quantity of water and whole-

some food—and protect them, more or

less, from the barbarity of their tyrants.

Now, when the Traffic is entirely pro-

hibited, those who carry it on have a di-

rect and immediate, nay a double interest

in crowding the negroes together between

the decks of their ships, in as great num-
bers as the space will permit ; and in com-
pelling them,by stripes and cruel tortures,

to continue in this intolerable situation.

Thus the expense and danger of additional

Toyages are saved. You have seen, by

the details which I have laid before you,

that when the captains of slave ships find

themselves closely chased by the vessels

that pursue them, they do not scruple to

throw their negroes overboard, as contra-

band merchandise. You have seen, that

when these miserable beings are assailed

by disease, the same expedient is resorted

to ; and they are thrown into the sea, as

damaged goods subject to average.

In short, the ferocious habits to which

this traffic necessarily inures those who
pursue it, are, in the present state of

things, aggravated by resistance, and in-

creased by danger. The individuals com-
posing the crews of Slave ships now join,

to the character of men trafficking in the

flesh and blood of their fellow-creatures,

that of armed contrabandists. They are

ever ready to plunge into all sorts of ex-

cesses—ever ready to become Pirates, in

the true sense of the term ; and most of

the facts, which are proved by eye-wit-

nesses, and to which 1 have more than

once alluded, have been attended by cir-

cumstances of piracy which in themselves

merited the severest punishment.

What then can induce a civilized go-

vernment, a humane and Christian go-

vernment, to close its eyes upon atrocities

such as these ? When was the rigour of
punishment ever more justified by the

enormity of crime ? What disastrous and
unnatural mercy can give birth to such
blindness or such weakness ?

Most forcibly does this Noble Frencfaman urge

home this subject on the Assembly :

—

" Never," said Mr. Wilberforce, in the

English Parliament, upward of twenty-

five years ago—" never was a more com-
plete system of injustice and cruelty ex-

hibited to the wo-ld. To whatever por-

tion of this odious traffic you turn your

eyes, you find neither consolation nor

relief. The horrors attendant on tearing

the Africans from their native country,

are only to be compared to the horrors of

the voyage : the latter are only equalled

by the horrors of Colonial Slavery itself.

By a merciful dispensation of Providence,

in the moral as well as the physical order

of things, some degree of good generally

accompanies evil : hurricanes purify thft

air—persecution excites enthusiasm for

truth— pride, vanity, and profusion, fre-

quently contribute indirectly to the happi-

ness of mankind : there is nothing, how-
ever odious, that has not its palliative

—

the savage is hospitable—the brigand is

intrepid—violence is in general exempt
from perfidy, and daring iniquity from
meanness. But there is no benign con-

comitant here : it belongs to this hateful

traffic to deteriorate alike the good and
bad, and even to pollute crime itself : it is

a state of warfare undignified by courage

:

it is a state of peace in which there is no
security against devastation and massacre.

There you find the vices of polished so-

ciety, without the delicacy of manners
by which they are tempered—the primi-

tive savageness of man, stripped of all its

innocence—perverseness, pure and com-
plete, full and finished, destitute of every

honourable sentiment, of every advan-

tage that can be contemplated without

indignation, or acknowledged without

the deepest shame."

What can I add, Gentlemen, fo these

admirable sentiments ? Certainly no-
thing ; and yet the great and good man
who uttered them was labouring under

an error. Neither the long existence of

the traffic, nor its destructive effects, have

proved useless to the cause of humanity.

Providence has suffered both to exist for

our instruction—to make known to us the
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dreadful facility with which civilized man

may resume the ferocity of the savage

—

to exhibit to us also the omnipotence of

justice, virtue, and courageous perseve-

rance among a fn e people—to manifest,

by a striking example, how petty and

contemptible, how feeble and worthless

are the most firmly established interests

and the mo?t inveterate prejudices, w hen

opposed to truth. Forty years have not

yet passed away, since a young clergy-

man, unknown, friendless, and without

fortune, first denooiiced the Slave Trade,

in a Latin Dissertation addressed to the

University of Cambridge. Within seven

years from that time, all the talent in

Europe was leagued in the cause; and

fifteen years have already elapsed, since

it triumphed both in the Old and the New
World. Those who concurred in achiev-

ing this glorious work are now numbered

among the benefactors of mankind. Their

memory will never die, but their work

may perish. It is in our power, it is in

the power of our criminal negligence, to

deprive a Granville Sharpe, a Clarkson,

and a AVilberforce, of the fruit of their

labours and their w atchings. Is it in this

way, that we would wish to associate

ourselves with their renown ? Shnll we

consent to load ourselves with this igno-

miny in the eyes of posterity—we who,

during the lives of those distinguished

men, have already treasured up their

names to transmit them to the admira-

tion and gratitude of the remotest gene-

rations ?

A translation of this able and eloquent speech

is given in the Appendix. The Directors remark—

The motion of the Due de Broglie,

they are sorry to add, was unsiiccessful

:

but he has pledged himself to renew his

efforts in the succeeding Session ; and

they cannot doubt, that, in the hands of

such a leader, possessing so perfect a

knowledge of the subject, and animated

by such enlightened zeal for the interests

of humanity, the cause must finally tri-

umph.

They add-

After all the painful details which the

directors have been under the necessity

soeiETiEs, [November,

of communicating in this Report, it is

with no small satisfaction that they have
to state the formation, at Paris, of a
Committee for the express purpose'of

promoting the entire abolition of the
slave trade.

The Slave Trade to he suppressed, only

by being: punished as Criminal

.

In reference to the pertinacity with which the

trade is still pursued by the French, the Directors

say

—

It is mainly to be attributed to the de-
fectiveness of the laws abolishing the

slave trade ; and this is an evil, wiiich

it is impossible not to regard as charge-

able to the account of the Government
and the Legislature.

Even if the penalty of confiscation, the
only one which attaches to the violation

of the French Abolition Laws, were more
frequently enforced than it is, it would do
little to arrest the progress of the Slave
Trade ; the risk of capture and condem-
nation being so small, as to be easily in-

surable. At present, the rate of insu-

rance does not exceed fifteen or twenty
per cent., while the gains of the trade are

proved to amount to from 200 to 400 per

cent. It appears from the papers found

on board " Le Succes," that 248 slaves

which she landed in the Isle of Bourbon,

in her first voyage, cost only 9943 dol-

lars ; and that the proceeds of the sale of

these slaves amounted to 29,564 dollars.

The 344 slaves, which she took on board,

on her second voyage, cost only 10,214

dollars ; and would have yielded, if sold

at the same rate with the former cargo,

upward of 40,000 dollars. In like man-
ner, the authentic prospectus of a slave

voyage from Havre, inserted in the Ap-
pendix to the Report of last year, exhibits,

on an outfit of 63,000 francs, a net profit

of upward of 166,000 francs. Under these

circumstances, and in the present state of

the French Law, even if the Government
were really desirous of suppressing the

Slave Trade, it is scarcely possible that it

should fail to be carried on to a great ex-

tent. Its gains are large and certain, and

the risk attending it is small ;
while, in

the case of a judicial conviction, followed

only by confiscation of the property, no
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discredit attaches to the offender, which
affects in the slightest degree his standing

and estimation in society.

The Directors, therefore, feel fuUj' per-

suaded, that, until the laws of France
shall he so far altered, as to place the

Slave Trader in the list of criminals whose
offence is to he visited with an infamous
punishment, little hope can he entertain-

ed of any material diminution in the ex-

isting Slave Trade of France. . Without
such a change in the lavr, no value can

be attached to, the professions and en-

gagements of the Government of France.

Its good faith will continue to be the sub-

ject of suspicion ; and its flag will con-

tinue to be the cover for the atrocities of
its own subjects, and for those of the ruf-

fians of every other country who carry
on this traffic of blood and desolation.

The same view of the subject has hap-
pily been adopted by the friends of hu-

manity in France itself ; and they have
loudly called for the infliction of an infa-

mous punishment on the 'Slave Trader,

as a measure of imperious and indispen-

sable necessity, both to the ends of jus-

tice and the vindication of the national

honour.

The Due de Broglie, in the Speech before

quoted, places this matter in a striking light :

—

I bear in mind a last word, well worthy
of remark, which fell from the Counsel-

lors of the Crown. They have declar-

ed in formal terms, that they regard the

present legislation as fully sufficient : thus

they now disown the promises of their

predecessors—those promises, to the tar-

dy fulfilment of which I had confined my
complaint.

I have proved, by calculations which

no one has attempted to refute, that the

repressive operation of our laws may be

summed up as follows :
—" Merchants of

France, you are prohibited, under pain of

a fine of 500 francs, from entering into

any speculations which will produce pro-

fits amounting to 20,000 francs !" And
this is the legislation which is represent-

ed as being sufficient ! What are the

arguments employed to convince us?

Has any one of the facts stated by me

been contradicted ? No : but we are told,

with a magnanimous resignation, that the

matter must not be viewed with such

scrupulous nicety ; that the best of laws

do not completely fulfil their object ; that

there are severe laws against theft and
murder, and that nevertheless murders
and robberies are still committed. Admi-
rable reasoning ! Were murder and rob-

bery punishable only by a fine of some
thousands of francs, would not these

crimes be of more frequent occurrence?

If brigands infested the high-ways of

France, if the streets of Paris were recep-

tacles for cut-throats, if assassins walked
about openly in defiance of justice and
public indignation, would there not be

reason to reflect on the laws under which

such abuses were tolerated ?

Mutual Right of Search ntcessary.

An important document has reached

the Directors from the United States. It

is the Report of a Committee of the

House of Representatives, in the Session

of 1820 and 1 821, relative to the mu-
tual exercise of the Right of Search by
Great Britain and America, with a view
to the suppression of the Slave Trade.
This Report contains a clear and decided

opinion, in favour of the exercise of such
a right, as the only effectual means of

suppressing the Slave Trade; while it de-

monstrates, that its use involves no sa-

crifice of national interest, nor any com-
promise of national honour.

The arguments by which this opinion

is maintained, the Directors conceive to

be perfectly conclusive; and, they trust,

will be available, not only to the imme-
diate end for which they were employed

—that of inducing the American Govern-

ment to agree to the exercise, with a

view to the extinction of the Slave Trade,

of a qualified right of search—but will

serve also to overcome the scruples which

continue to be felt in France on this sub-

ject.

It seems imposible that France should

still contend, that the honour of her flag

would be tarnished by a proceeding, to

which the great maritime states of Eng-

land and America submit, for the sake of
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an object, the "justness and nobleness

of which," to use the language of the

American Report, " are worthy of the

combined concern of all Christian Na-
tions."

A correspondence which followed on

this suhject between Mr. Stratford Can-

ning, our Ambassador at Washington,

and the Secretary of State of the Ame-
rican Government, the Directors are sor-

ry to add, manifests a strong repugnance,

on the part of that Government, to the

measure recommended by thn Commit-
tee. This sentiment, however, appears

to be confined to the Executive
;

for, not-

withstanding the arguments so recently

urged by the Am«M-ican Secretary of

State, a Report of the Senate of the

United States, presented during its last

Sessions, (that of 1021-1822,) concurs

entirely in the view taken the year before

by the House of Representatives ; and

earnestly urges the adoption of the propos-

ed expedient of a reciprocal right ofsearch,

as a measure most desirable under all the

circumstances of the case, and which

may be so guarded from abuse as to be

productive of little or no inconvenience.

On the grounds so ably stated in this

Report, a Resolution was adopted, re-

questing the President " to enter into

such arrangements as he may deem suit-

able and proper, with one or more of the

maritime powers of Europe, for the more
effectual Abolition of the African Slave

Trade." The result of the negociations

which have probably followed this Reso-
lution has not yet been made known.

Diffusion of Information in Foreign

Countries.

The Directors in their last Report
stated, that with the view of promoting
the universal Abolition of the Slave
Trade, they had turned their attention

to the diffusion, in foreign countries, of

information respecting the real nature <»f

that traffic. They will now briefly ad-

Tcrt to what has been done in this re-

spect.

A Sketch of the Slave Trade, with

reflections upon it, written in Spanish
by Mr. Blanco White, contributed great-

ly, in 1817, to the Treaty for the total

Abolition of the Spanish Slave Trade

;

and they have reason to believe, that it

has also been instrumental in producing

the recent Decree of the Spanish Legis-

lature, for rendering that Abolition more
complete.

The effect of this pamphlet was mate-

rially aided by the zealous and enlight-

ened labours of Mr. Bowring, who has

recently passed some time in Spain. His

opportunities of intercourse with the

Count de Torreno, and with some other

leading members of the Cortes, afforded

him peculiar advantages ; and his pen
was aoly and efficaciously employed in

awakening the attention of the Spanish

Public to the real nature of this cruel

traffic. The cause is deeply indebted to

his exertions.

The above-mentioned Tract of Mr.
Blanco White, and also an abridgement of

Mr. Clarkson's History of the Slave

Trade, have been translated into Portu-

guese, and widely circulated in Portugal.

The Supplementary Report of last

year, and an able pamphlet, prepared

by Mr. Clarkson, exhibiting a succinct

and striking view of the abominations of

this commerce, and of its utter repug-

nance to every principle of religion, hu-

manity, and justice, have also been trans-

lated into French, and widely diffused,

not only in France, but in the Nether-

lands, in Spain and in Portugal. The
former of these pamphlets was intro-

duced to the French reader by an ener-

getic preface, written by M. Laroche,

the translator, who has laboured with an

honourable zeal to promote the causn of

humanity. Copies of these two publi-

cations have been put into the hands of

the Members of the Legislative Assem-
blies, and the leading political characters

of the different countries named above;

and the Directors hope that their perusal

may have been attended with a beneficial

effect.

In France, especially, they have excited

considerable attention ; and fresh editions

have been undertaken by booksellers in

Paris, with a view to the profit to be de-

rived from the sale. Other pamphlets
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have also appeared on the same side of

the question, which are read with avidity
;

particularly one, on the necessity of in-

flicting on the Slave Trader an infamous

punishment hy M. Gregoire. The speech

of the Due de Broglie has been ah't-ady

alluded to : measures have been taken

for re-printing and widely circulating it.

One great obstacle, however, to the dif-

fusion of right views on this subjfCt in

France, has arisen from the newspapers

of that country having been shut against

discussions intended to exhibit the Slave

Trade in its true colours.

Besides the measures already mention-

ed, as having been adopted with a view to

influence public opinion on the Conti-

nent, the Directors are happy to an-

nounce, that the revered parliamentary

leader, in this cause, Mr. Wilberforce

himself, has just published, in the French

language, a letter addressed to the empe-

ror of Russia ; in which, with all the fer-

vour of his eloquence, he paints the atro-

cities of the existing Slave Trade, and

urges his Imperial Majesty to fulfil the

obligations so solemnly contracted by

himself and the other powers assembled

in Congress at Vienna, to put an end to

this enormous evil. The Directors intend

to give to this powerful and impressive

appeal, the widest possible circulati<m in

France and the other countries where the

Slave Trade is still carried on.

Farther efforts of the game kind are

in contemplation ; but the funds of the

Society are inadequate to the object.

It would have even been impossible

to make the efforts already adverted to,

but for the silent and unostentatious, yet

effectual, liberality of many of the Mem-
bers of the Society of Friends, who have

contributed largely to the diffusion of in-

formation on the Continent. Further

aid, however, is needed ; and the Di-

rectors are persuaded that the British

public will never suffer such a cause to

fail for want of support : and it is in this

confidence that the Directors now make
their appeal to its tried benevolence.

The Duty of Enlarged Exertions.

The Directors have now laid before

the Meeting a brief review of the princi-

pal transactions of the preceding year.

The recital, they conceive, will produce
upon it the impression which their own
minds have received—that wiiile, on the

one hand, there is no reason for despon-

dency concerning the grand cause which
it is the object of their Institution to pro-

mote, the final and entire Abolition of the

Slave Trade
; so, on the other, there is a

loud and urgent call on all the friends of

that measure for renew ed and increasing

exertions.

The grand instrument on which, under

the blessing of Providence, they must
rely, for the accomplishment of their pur-

pose, is public opinion.

. In this country, few persons of com-
mon information are ignorant of the

nature and effects of the SlaA e Trade

;

but, in foreign countries, the case is very

different. There, many, who may be
termed weil-i:)formed people, are under
the greatest misconception on those points

;

and hence they become the dupes of those,

among us, exploded falsehoods, by which
this cruel traffic was so long excused, and
even justified.

It must be our business, by indus-

triously circulating publications of various

sorts throughout the Continent of Europe,
to sweep away these wretched fallacies

;

and to describe the trade in its true cha-

racter, as a compound of all that is unjust

and cruel.

But if at home there is not the same
necessity for enlightening the understand-

ings of our countrymen, we have but too

much reason to believe that there is no
small cause for exertions of another sort.

This is a case, at least in this country, in

which we have more to dread from in-

difference than from opposition ; and we
must all exert our utmost energies for the

purpose of enforcing on the public mind,
throughout all classes of the British Em-
pire, the important and urgent duty of

contributing liberally toward the raising

of those funds, which will be indispensa-

bly required for diffusing the necessary

information in foreign countries.

This, indeed, is a duty to which we
are bound, not merely by the ordinary
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motive of Christian Benevolence, but by

the clear and positive obligations of

Christian reparation. For centuries, we
were foremost in carrying on this guilty

traffic. Other nations may plead that

they are but treading in our steps ; and

committing a crime into which they

were seduced by our example. If we
have been chief in the guilt, let us be as

prominent in our n pentance. If ours

have been, most largely, the profits, let

our liberality be proportionate ; for the

sincerity of that repentance may justly

be suspected, wliich satisfies itself mere-

ly with acknowledging its fault, but does

not endeavour to repair the injuries fairly

to be placed to its account. Never, alas

!

can we make to Africa any thing like an

adequate compensation : but let us at

least do all we can, though tardy, yet

with a liberal beneficence, to check the

progress of that wasteful destruction,

which, in all the varied forms of human
suffering, is desolating the African Conti-

nent; and, by removing the barrier which

hitherto has obstructed the entrance of

religious light and of moral and social im-

provement, to open a way for their ad-

mission into those benighted regions.

The Improved State of Sien-a Leone, an

encouragement to enlarged exertions.

To thesee.xertions, the colony of Sierra

Leone furnishes a strong encouragement

;

for, from the testimony of numerous and

impartial witnesses, it appears that the

poor uninstructed Natives, who were res-

cued from the holds of Slave Ships, and

planted in that land of light, truth, and

liberty, are promptly and amply reward-

ing the benevolent labours of their in-

structers—and, in the enjoyment of the

blessings of a British Constitution both in

Church and State, transplanted for the

first time into the soil and climate of

Africa, are, from the root of Christian

principle, bringing forth the blessed fruits

of honest industry, and of social and do-

mestic comfort.

For the trial and success of this grand

experiment on human nature, as it may
be truly termed, mankind are greatly in-

debted to the discernment and Christian

benevolence of the Church Missionary

Society. The sums which they have ex-

pended have been considerable ; but

large and delightful has been their re-

ward. It may be boldly declared, that,

perhaps with the single exception of the

Moravian Converts, never before did any

new Colony manifest, in any thing like

an equal degree, the happy influence of

Christian principle, in civilizing and im-

proving the rude and uninstructed, and

in im})arting to them the multiplied en-

joyments of civil and social life.

The Slave Trade the great obstacle to the

Propagation of Chnstianity in Africa.

How different, or rather how opposite in

all particulars, is the scene exhibited to

the Avorld in all the provinces of Africa

that are under the dominion of the crown
of France ! While we cannot but feel con-

fident that what has been accomplished

at Sierra Leone will have the effect of

vindicating the much injured Natives of

Africa, from those imputations of infe-

riority to the rest of the species, which

have been so unjustly cast on them, we
cannot also but indulge the hope, that, if

our neighhours of France will not be in-

fluenced by a higher motive, we shall

surely shame them out of holding forth

such a humiliating and disgraceful con-

trast to the example of this country, as

will be afforded by their still continuing

to diffuse desolation and misery through-

out that unhappy land.

But a claim, a strong and unquestion-

able claim, results hence on Great Britain

also. Let it be remembered, that the

countries in Africa, now subjected to the

French dominion, were restored to them
by usatthepeaceof Paris; and how can we
acquit ourselves of the crime of having

made the restitution, Avithout some effec-

tual security for continuing to the natives

the enjoyment of the blessings which they

had possessed while in our hands, or at least

an exemption from the miseries which
they are now er)during by the revival of

the slave trade ? Honest industry, and a

bloodless commerce, had taken the place

of fraud and depredation, while civil

and social improvement were advancing

with rapid steps. If these blessings have

been lost to the unhappy natives throujgii



1822.] APRIOAS INSTITUTION.

our improvidence, and if all, on the con-

trary, is now one wretched scene of guilt

and misery
;
surely a strong and addi-

tional incentive is supplied to us for using;

our utmost efforts— not, alas ! to undo

the mischief that has been done, for that

is impossible : but to produce in our neigh-

bours of France a disposition to imitate

our example, not only in our crime, but

in our repentance.

It has-been reserved for the present

age to verify, if not to discover, the im-

portant fact, that the small contributions

of the many are more productive than

the larger donations of the few ; and we

cannot but hope that the hulk of our

population will join with the more af-

fluent, in paying back a part of that

heavy arrear, which, on grounds of strict

justice, the natives of Africa, powerfully,

though silently, claim at our hands. All,

especially, who are interested for the

progress of Christiahity, must feel the

force of this appeal. The anarchy, and

the consequent insecurity of person and

property, that are the sure results of the

slave trade, effectually prevent the en-

trance of Christian Light into the be-

nighted regions in which it prevails. The
dove can find no rest for the sole of its

foot in that field of blood and desolation.

Of this melancholy fact, so far as it

regards the coast of Africa, the occur-

rences of the last ten years have afforded

unquestionable proof. During the later

periods of the war, when this country

exercised the right of search upon all sus-

pected vessels, the slave trade had nearly

ceased on a great part of the coast. The
native chiefs, no longer tempted by the

prospect of immediate gain to the pro-

secution of that atrocious commerce,
began to turn their minds to more civi-

lized and peaceful pursuits : a guiltless

intercourse was commenced between
neighbouring districts : the fields were in

a state of progressive cultivation ; and
scarcely could the Christian teacher visit

any country within a moderate distance

from Sierra Leone, but he was readily

permitted to establish a school, and met
with willing and attentive hearers. Had
the check thus put to the slave trade been

continued to this day, there is reason to

believe, that not only would civilization

and the peaceful arts have gradually ex-

tended their influence, but that, in every

poir)t whic h respects moral and religious

improvement, the benighted districts,

upon which the light of religious truth

was then beginnirig to shine, would by

this time have borne no very unfavour-

able comparison with Sierra Leone itself.

But with the restoration of maritime

peace terminated the right of search, and

commenced a revival of the slave trade.

The first re-appearance of slave ships

operated like a moral blast upon the po-

pulation. The chiefs, not yet recovered

from their semi-barbarous state, were

easily led to return to their ancient habits.

The temptation of immediate gain natu-

rally outweighed, with such persons, any

distant prospective advantages from agri-

culture and legitimate commerce : and

the Christian teacher, an object of in-

stinctive hatred to the slave trader, and,

through his representations, of suspicion

to the chief, was constrained to abandon

all his fair prospects of usefulness, and,

shaking off the dust from his feet, to

measure back his sorrowful way to Sierra

Leone.

To that place and its immediate depen-

dencies, the blessings of civilization and

religion are now, as it respects Western

Africa, almost exclusively confined
;
and,

till Europe shall have honestly and ef-

fectually executed the sentence so long

ago passed on the slave trade, there is no

hope that they can flourish to any mate-

rial extent beyond those limits.

Appeal for mi Augmentation of Funds,

Whence then does it arise, that the

supporters of Christian missions in Africa

are so insensible to this view of the sub-

ject ? The difficulties which they meet
with, in diffusing Christian truth ou thai

continent, are not to be traced to the ig-

norance of the people, to their prejudices,

their superstitions, their incapacity for

instruction : the radical evil is the slajve

trade ; and the only practicable mode of

putting an end to this wicked traffic, and

opening a fair field for the spirit of Chris-

tian enterprise, is, by heartily and libe-
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rally supporting the efforts of the African

Institution to effect its entire and univer-

sal aholition. Thf y will thus be pursuing

the most direct mode to the attainment

of their great object—the propagation of

Christianity. So long as this traffic con-

tinjies, it raises against them a barrier

which they cannot pass. Should those,

who profess to be earnest for the moral

and religious imprevement of the African

race, continue backward in lending their

aid to that Society which alone labours

for the annihilation of this guilty trade ;

and shoiild the dealer in human blood,

through their supineness^, be still left to

ravage that desolated continent—will not

their responsibility be great? And, after

generations shall have passed away, what

progress can they reasonably hope will

have been made in the noble work which

they are s(» zeabais to promote, that of

diffusing the blessings of Christianity

among the degraded population <»f Afri-

ca? The claim of this Institution upon

their assistance, seems, therefore, irresis-

tible.

The Directors are pursuaded, that, had
it been understood that the Institution

needed pecuniary support, it would not

have been withheld : but it was probably

supposed that the slave trade was already

abolished ; and therefore to subscribe to

this Institution would be to misapply

funds, which were more urgently needed

for other purposes of charity. But when
it shall be generally known that benevo-

lence, gratitude, and the duty of making

reparation for injuries which we ourselves

have committed, concur in enforcing on

the people of this country the obligation

of contributing to its funds, the Directors

cannot but indulge a sanguine hope that

those contributions will not be withheld

by that discerning and generous public of

our day, which has never yet been back-

ward in listening to the claims of wretch-

edness, or in obeying the impulses of

humanity.

NASSAU-HALL BIBLE, TRACT, AND EDUCATION SOCIETIES.

We have recently received a pamphlet containing an account of the

late Annual Meetings of the Societies here mentioned,' and embracing

their respective Annual Reports On perusing the pamphlet, we find

that these Societie--! are principally composed of students of the College,

and of the Theological Seminary in Princeton. It is a pleasing fact,

that the young gentlemen in Nassau- Hall are disposed to devote a por-

tion of their time and their pecuniary resources, to aid in distributing the

Holy Scriptures and Religious Tracts, and in educating youth of

superior natural talents and unblemished morals and it is to be hoped

that the example will be universally followed in the Seminaries of learning

throughout our country.

To the proceedinffs of these Institutions is appended a brief Report of

the Sabbath Schools in Princeton and its vicinity, which are conducted

exclusively under the superintendence of the Theological Students.

NASSAU-HALL BIBLE SOCIETY, immediately after their election, entered

TiiWTH REPORT, JULY 30, 1822. "P<»" ^^e interesting work of forming

.... c ' • Auxiliary Bible Societies in the Acade-
Jluxtliary Societies.

^5^^ ^^-^ ^^^^^ T^^y have the plea-

Agreeably to a resolution of the So- sure of informing the Society, that they

ciety at its last annual meeting, the Board, succeeded in the formation oi Jive Aux-
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iliaries. These are in the Academies at

Lawrenceville, Elizabethtown, Basking-

ridge, Trenton, and the Rev. Mr. Fyler's

Select Academy in Trenton. All these

Societies are in operation, excepting the

one established in the Trenton Academy,
which, owing to changes in the Academy,

no longer exists. We rejoice at the in-

terest with which these Societies have

engaged in the noble work of distributing

the Bible among the destitute. We con-

sider it as ominous of unspeakable good

for the cause of the Bible, that so many
of the youth of our country, who will

hereafter undoubtedly possess great in-

fluence, are willing to engage in works of

benevolence.

From the information which we have
received from our Auxiliaries, we consi-

der them generally in a flourishing state.

We are greatly pleased with the zeal and
interest which the young men of the Aca-
demy at Baskingridge have manifested.

We hope that they will continue to ma-
nifest the same zeal and interest in the
noble work in which they have engaged.
The Societies established at Lawrence-
ville, Elizabethtown, and the Rev. Mr. Fy-
ler's Select School, entered early into the

good work of distributing the precious

word among the destitute in their neigh-

bourhoods. The Board regret that they

have not hitherto been able to equal their

zeal, in supplying those Societies with
Bibles.

All our Auxiliaries have been invited to

send delegates to attend this annual meet-
ing, and we are happy to say that the

Societies at Baskingridge, Elizabethtown,

and Law renceville, have complied with

the request.

As the state of Academies is always a

fluctuating one, there being a constant

change of students, the greatest care will

be requisite to keep up our Auxiliaries.

And it is to the instructers of Academies,

principally, that we must look for that

life and encouragement which Bible So-
cieties, established in such institutions,

must have, if they operate with any de-

gree of efliciency.

Distribution of Bibles.

The number of Bibles on hand at the

last annual meeting was considerable.

During the year which has just closed,

the Board purchased from the American

Bible Society, 100 English Bibles and 100

Testaments, and also 24 German Bibles

—upwards of 100 Bibles and 130 Testa-

ments have been distributed during the

year—Of these, 38 Bibles and 72 Testa-

ments were appropriated to the Sunday

Schools bel(»nging to the Princeton Sab-

bath School Society, and 13 Bibles and

66 Testaments were given to Auxiliaries.

We are aware that the number of Bi-

bles distributed during the last year has

not equalled that distributed in many of

the former years of our Society's exis-

tence. The reason, however, is obvious

:

there is by no means so great a want of

Bi 'les in our neighbourhood, as we have

already supplied all of the destitute of

whom we had any knowledge. We have,

as hitherto, supplied our numerous and

flourishing Sunday Schools with as many
Bibles and Testaments as they have

needed. And as we cannot do much ia

our immediate vicinity, we must hereaf-

ter extend our operations to destitute

districts more remote. The board have

laboured to discharge the debt which our

Society has, for a considerable time,

owed to the American Bible Society.

And they are happy to state that it is

nearly liquidated.

Projtr.if.d Distribution of German Bibles.

We have a hope, that our Society will

be the honoured instrument of a wide
distribution of the Bible in the German
language. They have found a very suit-

able man for thi? business, who speaks

the German language well, ;ind is anxious

to be employed in this work. He has

been employed in distributing tracts, and
a few Bibles, and has succeeded very

well. The Philadelphia Bible Society

have agreed to co-operate with us as far

as they can. They have recently made
us a donation of seventy-four Bibles and
ninety-eight Testaments in the German
language. The American Bible Society
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has also very cordially approved of our

design, and has made us a donation of

150 Bibles and 50 Testaments
;
among

these are 24 Bibles in the German lan-

guage. We hope, tli rough the liberality

of the American and Philadelphia Bible

Societies, to receive from time to time as

many German Bibles as we can distribute.

The Board have taken measures to pur-

chase a horse and small wagon, for the

use of the agent, and they are happy to

state that the sum necessary to make this

purchase has been subscribed. Although

much care and perseverance are neces-

sary to carry such a plan into operation,

the Board cannot but indulge the hope

that, under the divine blessing, it will

succeed, and be productive of much
good. If we are going to do any thing

great, or even considerable, we must

not be discouraged, far less prevented, by

the difficulties with which we may meet.

American Bible Society.

For the present interesting state of our

Society, we are greatly indebted to the

kind attention which the American Bible

Society has paid to it, and the interest

which they have been pleased to take in

our prosperity. We shall not soon forget

the impression which the presence and
the counsel of their delegates at our last

annual meeting produced. And it is with

great pleasure that we have it to say, that

we are this day honoured with the pre-

sence of two members of the Board of

that distinguished Society. We hope
that they have come to excite us to more
activity in the good work in which we
are engaged, and to follow with more
alacrity the example which that noble

Society has set before us.

British and Foreign Bible Society.

In connection with this, the Board have

the pleasure of informing the Society,

that through the kindness of the Hon.

Samuel Bayard of this place, and the

interest of his friend the Hon. Mr. Rush,

our Minister at the court of St. James,

our Society has been favoured with a

donation from the British and Foreign

Bible Society, consisting of a set of their

publications of the Scriptures in thirty-

five different languages, together with

six volumes of their Reports, and Owen's
history of that Society.*

These books have been placed in the

library of the College, and are, under

proper regulations, accessible to members
of the Society. It remains for the So-

ciety, on this occasion, to make a becom-
ing expression of gratitude to those gen-

tlemen through whose inHuence we have

received so invaluable a present ; and also

our obligations to that distinguished So-

ciety by which the donation was made.

Conclusion.

You have now before you a review of

the proceedings of your Board during

another year. It is true we have not

done much. We wish we could have
done more. But our limited resources

would not permit it." We rejoice, how-
ever, that we are permitted to commin-
gle our efforts w ith those of the thousands

in Christendom, who are engaged in this

glorious work. We rejoice in the fact,

that there are now Bible Societies in al-

most every country under heaven. Some
perhaps may be ready to suppose, when
they hear of the hundreds of thousands

of Bibles that are prmted annually, that

there is no necessity for this mighty ef-

fort ; that the world will soon be over-

stocked with Bibles. But is this the fact ?

Let the thousands of savages of North, •

and the numerous inhabitants of South

America: Let the millions of deluded

Asia, and uncivilized and desolated Afri-

ca, answer the question. It is true that

thr Bible is now touching the surface,

but it is far from having penetrated the

interior of the desolation that covers the

earth. It is true, that it finds man a mi-

serable slave in the colds of Siberia, and

proclaims him free and forgiven in Christ

It finds him a convict in New-Holland,

and bids him be happy. It proclaims to

the remotest Asiatic, that the God of the

Bible is the living God. Whilst at the

same time, it calls to the wanderer of our

* It must be recollected, thai when this Society

was in its infancy, it was honoured with a dona-

tion of Fifty Pounds sterling, from (hat noble

Institution.
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own forests, and bids him return to his

God. But we ask, has it pervaded every

heart? The answer is. Oh no !—Then,

until this shall be the fact, let Bible So-

cieties go on, increasing and multiplying

their opprations, that the Avhole world

may be filled with the word and tl\e glory

of God. To effect this great work, Al-

mighty God lays under contribution all

classes of men, the king as well as the pea-

ant, the high and the low, the rich and the

poor ; and we rejoice that they are be-

ginning to come forward with some of

that ardour with which they ought to

engage in this work. And woman too, who
was first in the transgression, but first in

the promise, comes forward in this, as in

every other benevolent work, with her

less extensive, but more persevering and
efficient efforts—" Thy kingdom come,"

is the fervent aspiration of every chris-

tian heart. " Thy kingdom come," is the

language of the necessities and the mise-

ries of a dying heathen world : And let

our prayers, and our continually increas-

ing exertions re-echo, " thy kingdom
come."

NASSAU-HALL TRACT SOCIETY.
SIXTH REPORT, JDLY 27, 1822.

German and English Tracts.

In addition to 1000 Tracts purchased

from the German Tract Society of Phi-

ladelphia, we have purchased German
Tracts to the amount of about 1400 of

the ordinary size, from the Rev. Mr.

Sleidel of Bethlehem, which had been

received by him from the Tract Society

of Berlin. These Tracts were distri-

buted by a pious man, who was employ-

ed to distribute German Bibles in North-

ampton, Lehigh, and the neighbouring

counties of Pennsylvania.

In addition to the English Tracts which

were on hand at the last annual meeting

of the Society, the Board have to state

that they have purchased, during the

year, 500 from the Sunday and Adult

School Union of Philadelphia, 1000 from

the New-England Tract Society, and

1500 from the New-York Society. There
are now in the depository 886 English

and 444 German Tracts. It must also be

remembered that German Tracts always

cost, in this country, nearly twice as

much as English.

By a paragraph prefixed to this Report, it

appears that, since the organization of the So-

ciety in 1817, the Directors^ have distributed

twenty copies of Wynpersee on tlie Divinity of

Christ, sixty copies of Jones on the Trinity,] and

43,800 Tracts.

Modes of Distribution.

"What good these Tracts will be the

means of effecting, it is impossible for us

fully to know. They have been distri-

buted by every opportunity which the

Board could lay hold of.

Several Students of the Seminary,

when entering on their missions, have
been supplied from our depository ; and
several Students of College have also

taken a part in the benevolent work dur-
ing the vacations.

It would be detaining the Society too
long, to relate all the interesting accounts
we have received from those who distri-

buted these Tracts. They were every
where read with deep interest, and we
hope, with lasting profit. We cannot re-

frain, however, from giving an extract

or two from the memoranda which one
of the Students of the Seminary made
in his tour. We shall give the statement

in his own words :
—" Placed 20 Tracts

in the Boxes of the Steam-Boat, which
contained but few, and those not of the

best kind—Distributed 30 along the first •

ten miles of the Lancaster Turnpike,

commencing at Philadelphia. Some
were given to road-menders, and many
thrown into market-carts, where they
were seen to engage attention, as long as

I could observe them—Here if they were
not instrumental, in any saving change,

yet they led doubtless to some useful

meditations, or, at least excluded, for the

time, useless or sinful feelings. One
little girl to whom I had given a Tract

on ' Keeping the Sabbath,'' told a friend,

a day or two afterwards, that she would
not play any more on Sunday. Distri-

buted 33 from a point, 10 miles up the

turnpike, to Newark, (Deh)—Threw a
Tract to a company of road-menders.

The boy, who was with me, on return-

ing three or four hours afterwards, found
23
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one of them reading to the rest, appa-

rently much interested. A boy of ten

or twelve years of age seemed ignorant

of the first principles of religion ; I gave

him the Tract called ^Day of Judgvient.''

He knew nothing of such a day, and

when I told him of these things he stared

with astonishment, as if he had been in-

troduced into a new world. He sat on

his horse some time after 1 left him, look-

ing after me with apparent wonder. He
could not rend, yet it may he that he will

hear from this little tract something which

will lead him to prepare for that judg-

ment which it describes. At different

times, after offering the ' Sioearer's Pray-

er^ to four or five persons whom I met,

I drew back, saying that perhaps they

had"*no need of that tract. They con-

fessed they had, and would be thankful

for that in preference to any other, and

promised to read it carefully. Gave away

41 between Newark and Columbia, (Pa.)

and between Columbia and Philadelphia.

A German to whom I threw out a tract,

began to read, and after finding what it

was, turned to follow the gig. As I had

no controul over the carriage he could

not overtake us, and perceiving this, he

took off his hat, and made a mos^t ex-

pressive acknowledgment of his grati-

tude." Such is a specimen of what every

one who distributes tracts may present.

Our tracts have been distributed over

almost every part of our country: and

we have no doubt of their having done

much good in a silent and unobserved

way. AVho can tell how many minds

have been thus enlightened in the mo-
mentous concerns of an eternal world ?

We commit the Tracts which we distri-

bute to the blessing of Almighty God,

believing that they contain truths drawn

from his word, and believing also that

his w^ord will never return void.

Tracts for Jews—and Conclusion.

As we cannot, on the account of the

smallness of our resources, do much, we
ought to endeavour to direct our efforts

to those fields where we have the great-

est prospect of doing good. Acting upon

this principle, the Board lately directed

their Secretary to send, as soon as possi-

ble, 15 dollars to the New-York Traci

Society, for the express purpose of hav-

ing a Tract printed for the Jews in this

country. It is, we believe, a fact, that no

Tracts have been published in this coun-

try a(idressed to Jews, although severai

of this character have been pubHshed. io

England, and on the continent of Europe.

If ever a people needed commisseration,

surely the Jews are that people. For
many centuries accursed of Heaven, and

hated by man. Christianized man—they

seem to proclaim throughout the world,

" no one careth for our souls." But we
believe that Heaven is rich in blessings

for them, and that the time is now draw-

ing nigh when they shall be restored to

the long lost favour of the God of Abra-

ham. May that time soon come. May
we do all in our power to spread the glad

tidings of salvation to the uttermost parts

of the earth, that the world may be filled

with the glory of God. What we do, we
must do quickly ; our time is short; our

work is great ; soon shall we be called

away from it.

The Board desire to feel the import-

ance of working whilst the day lasts, from
the consideration of the solemn fact that

one of their number has been called by
his Master to cease from his labours.

Yes, the amiable and excellent Turner
sleeps in his grave ; but he speaks in the

solemn language of the tomb, " Be ye
also ready : whatever your hands find to

do, do it with your might."

NASSAU-HALL EDUCATION SOCIETY.

FIRST REPORT—JULY 20, 1822.

This day announces to us the First An-
niversary of this Institution. Within the

space of one year this Society has been

formed and has gone into operation, and
'

if we are to estimate its future usefulness

by our experience thus far, we must judge

it to be G-f no ordinary character. It is of

an unusual kind, and it is to be hoped that

our efforts may be attended with unusual

success. Though our funds must be at

all times in some degree limited, yet by

a proper direction of them, much maybe
effected. Two beneficiaries have beea
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selected, and at different times conside-

rable sums of money have been grant-

ed to thera by the Board. They are

both distinguished for their moral con-

duct, and have given evidences of supe-

rior natural talents. Our Society is yet

in its infancy, and a few years more may
enable us to multiply the number of our

aluraiii. Several liberal donations have

been made to the Society. As the field

of our exertions cannot be very extensive,

it is therefore the more necessary to be
attentive in the choice of our beneficia-

ries. It is a subject of regret that educa-
tion is often bestowed upon persons who
are neither benefitted themselves, nor
benefit others. One industrious youth,
assisted by benevolent Societies, may be-

come an ornament of mankind, while

stores of wealth lavished upon others

may be productive of nothing but dissi-

pation and disgrace. To give our assist-

ance to persons of ordinary talents, would
be to frustrate the object of the Society

;

such we leave to the generosity of others
;

but it is our desire to bring to light the

hidden genius that lies concealed behind

the veil of poverty, and to direct it in the

course of virtue and usefulness. And for

the want of such patronage, we believe

that many who might be lights to the

world—many Newtons, pass through life

unnoticed, like stars that rise and set be-

hind a cloud.

The manner of obtaining an education

is an important part of it. It is at this

time that habits are contracted, and a cha-

racter formed, which are often perma-
nent as life. In this our Society has the

advantage of extending assistance to such

only as are distinguir^hed for good quali-

ties. In this way our bounty will seldom
be misplaced, and from seed thus sown we
may always anticipate a plentiful harvest.

If during the course of our operations

we could snatch from the vulgar crowd
some " gem of purest ray," that may de-

corate the literature and wisdom of our
country, we should consider ourselves

amply rewarded. And why may we not
indulge the pleasing hope, that through
our efforts, some one may be raised from
obscurity who may hereafter enlighten

and direct the councils of the nation ; or

one who, as a herald of the cross, may go

forth and proclaim " glad tidings" to dis-

tant regions ? Such hopes have been

realized by similar Societies, and why
may wc not entertain them? Such
should be our encouragement, and may
such be our reward.

PRINCETON SABBATH SCHOOL
SOCIETY.

The following short account of the

Princeton Sabbath School Society may
possibly reach the eye of some one who
has, hitherto, not engaged in the benevo-

lent and useful labours of a Sabbath

School, and stimulate him to begin to in-

struct the ignorant. We especially hope

that the young men belonging to the in-

stitutions of learning, throughout our

country, will become interested in this

pleasing employment. To them we look.

To them we appeal. On them it depends

to dissipate the clouds of ignorance which

overhang many a mind :—to instruct the

ignorant : to lead the orphan to the Fa-
ther of the fatherless :—and to teach the

widow to look to Him who has graciously

said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake

thee."

This Society was organized in the sum-
mer of 1815. It was principally through

the efforts of Mr. John S. Newbold, that

this happy event was brought about.

That precious young man, distinguished

by his talents, his amiable manners and
his ardent devotedness to the cause of his

Saviour, now sleeps in the grave. But
his memory lives, and will live forever.

His life was a short one ; but after he had
tasted that the Lord is gracious, he de-

voted himself entirely to the service of his

God. And now he rests from his labours.

But his spirit is happy in the blessed en-

joyments of God his Saviour.

On the 16th of June, 1815, three

schools were opened in Princeton and its

vicinity. In August a school was opened
in Kingston ; and shortly afterwards

another in the adjoining neighboinhood.

Since that time our schools have increas-

ed in number, until they now amount to

eighteen. Three of these schools are
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situated id Princeton; the rest in the

neighbourhood around, so that for the

distance of five or six miles, in every di-

rection, there is perhaps not a family

without the limits or the influence of a

Sunday School. One of our schools is

at the distance of nine miles from Prince-

ton.

Each of these schools has a superin-

tendent, who is a student of the Theologi-

cal Seminary in this place. The teachers

arc composed of the young Ladies and
young Men in the bounds of the diflferent

schools. Several young men of the Col-

lege, and Theological Seminary, instruct,

every Sabbath evening, the coloured adult

people of Princeton.

The number of teachers belonging to

the society, including the superintendents,

is about one hundred and thirty ; of these,

the majority are females. The whole
number of scholars is upwards of a

thousand.

More than one hundred dollars are

every year necessary to supply these

schools with books, premiums, fee. This
expense is defrayed by the contributions

which are very liberally made by those

around who take an interest in Sabbath

Schools. Nor ought the fact to be passed

over, that at the organization of the so-

ciety, the very liberal sum of four hun-

dred and seventy-five dollars was raised

by the Students of the College, to aid the

funds of the society.

We hope that this Society is doing

much good. Who can tell the benefits

w hich may result from the pious instruc-

tion of one thousand children and adults,

hitherto unenlightened in the way of life ?

Have we not reason to believe, that God
will bless his word, so many portions of

which, they commit to memory ? We
know he will. During the past year he

has called several of our scholai-s from

this sinful, miserable world. Three or

four, we have reason to believe,/e// aektp

in Jems.

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Since our last number was issued, we have received advices from our

various Missionary stations to the following dates :—From Union to the

17th of August; Harmony to the 19th of August; Tuscarora to the 4th

of October ; Seneca to the 23d of October ; 3.nd Cataraugus to the 27th

of September.

In our latest letter from Union we have the pleasing intelligence that

ilie Indian war has closed. A Treaty of Peace between the contending

Tribes was signed at Fort Smith on the 9th of August ; and both par-

ties agreed that, should it become necessary, the due observance of its

provisions shall be enforced by the Government of the United States,

The terms of the Treaty, so far as they are yet known, are given in the

letter below.

UNION MISSION.
BXTRACTS OF LETTERS.

Rev. W. F. VailL to the Domestic Secre-

tary—August 27, 1822.

Dear Sir—I hasten to give you the

pleasing intelligence, that a Treaty of

Peace was signed at Fort Smith on the

9th instant, between the Osages and the

Cherokees. I have not been able to ob-

tain a copy of the Treaty ;
but, by Mr.
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Chapman, we learn that they have mu-
tuallj agreed to maintain perpetual peace

;

that eight of the prisoners are already de-

livered up to the Osages, and the re-

mainder are to be surrendered by the

21st of September ; that the Osages are

to permit the Cherokees to hunt on their

land south of the Arkansaw without in-

terruption
;
that, in passing through each

others countries on the north of this river,

they may hunt for subsistence, but are to

build no hunting camps; that, if either

party commit depredations on the other,

the injured party is not to seek private re-

venge, but to appeal to the proper Agents

—and both parties have agreed that the

Government of the United States shall

see that the articles of the Treaty are

carried into effect. The Osages are to

pay three hundred dollars from their an-

nuities for a breach upon a Cherokee

hunting party in the autumn of 1820.

Thus the war is ended. Since we came
into this country we have seen the In-

dians rush into war, and have also seen

them come to terms of peace. I have

not time to speak at length of the dealings

o/ Providence towards this Mission. We
propose soon to observe a day of Thanks-

giving, on which occasion we hope to be

able to recount the mercies of the Lord.

Hitherto we have been called to fasting

and prayer. Now we rejoice with tremb-

ling. We know not what trials are yet

before us. There are some conditions of

the Treaty yet to be fulfilled, which may
occasion difficulty.

Two of our Osage boys have gone to

the village, and for what reason we can-

not tell. If the Osage Chiefs are what
they profess to be, we shall soon know it.

They have professed sincere friendship;

and the only pretext for keeping back

their children is removed. How much
prejudice and superstition, how many
notions and old habits are to be remov-
ed, before they say " our children are

yours," it is difficult for us to determine.

They are variable in their feelings, and by
their feelings they are governed. But the

same Almighty arm which hath wrought
for them in subduing their passions, is able

to do still greater wonders. We learn by

experience that much prayer and im-

mense pains are necessary. But shall

those shrink who have the promise of

Jehovah to support, and the covenant aid

of the Surety, who is Christ the Lord ?

The time is nigh when satan shall be
bound a thousand years, to deceive the

nations no more till the time be fulfilled.

Rev. E. Chapman to hisfriend^ in PrincC'

ton, jV. J.—July 5, 1822.

Dear Sir—Clouds of adversity have
overshadowed us ever since we have been
engaged in this Mission. The war has

interrupted our school for about a year ;

but the Indians have now mutually agreed

to an armistice, and it is hoped that peace

may soon be established. The contend-

ing parties will meet on the 30th instant,

to conclude a Treaty, at Fort Smith.

We received three half breed children

in August last, and four full-blooded chil-

dren two months ago. Five of these,

from 9 to 15 years of age, have improved
as rapidly as any youth I ever saw ; and
their deportment, while here, is equal to

that of young gentlemen in general at the
Academies and Grammar-Schools in any
part of the United States. The others

are too young to make rapid improve-
ment. The full-blooded are more pro-

mising than the half-breed.

I have been engaged for a few months
past in the study of the language. I find

it very barren. The farther we advance
we shall undoubtedly find more of its

copiousness. Brother William C. Requa,
our first Teacher, unites with me in this

business. We have collected about two
thousand words, and have made very
considerable advances in the formation of
a grammar. W^e find it difficult to bring

the language into form ; but the grace of
God is all-sufficient, and his strength is

made perfect in our weakness. I have

not been able to communicate much re-

ligious instruction, in consequence of the

inadequacy of Interpreters and the pover-

ty of the language. What has been said

has in general been well received. Some-
times the Indians laugh at the novelty of

instruction. At other times they cavil,

and say that this talk was made for white
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people, but they have a talk more suita-

ble for them. They frequently, how-

ever, on hearing our discourses, inquire

with solicitude concerning God. They
Bay that we know more about him than

they do ; that they have never heard such

talk before ; and that they will hold it

fast, and will always listen, for, they add,

we always tell truth. This we can attri-

bute only to the mercy of God abound-

ing towards them. " Not unto us, but to

his name be the glory." In the midst of

deserved judgments, the Lord has been

pleased to remember mercy. Our pros-

pects grow more encouraging. We hope

the Lord is rising gloriously to build up

Zion among the poor Indians.

But what will become of the white in-

habitants of this territory? Alas! they

appear to have been forgotten by their

fellow-men who possess the Gospel.

Many of them are indifferent as to their

own spiritual and eternal welfare—bound

fast in Satan's chains. While the hearts

of your young soldiers of the Cross bezft

high for victory or death—while they are

examining the various fortifications of

the enemy, how can they overlook this

strong hold, where Satan's seat is ? There

is not a single Clergyman, of acquisitions

adequate to his office, for the benefit of

the white people in all this Territory

;

and only two or three of any description.

These few, notwithstanding their defi-

ciency in the requisite qualifications, col-

lect crowded and attentive audiences.

The few pious souls in this country thirst

for Gospel privileges as the hunted hart

panteth for the cooling stream. There

are some settlements, where, by the di-

vine blessing, faithful, well-qualified Mis-

sionaries might, in a few years, collect

large congregations. These are in health-

ful situations, where the country is broken,

the air serene, the water good, and the

soil very rich. They will probably soon

become places of importance. How ne-

cessary then, that, before greater floods

of iniquity come in, the standard of the

Lord be lifted up ! It is hoped that this

dark region of our country may soon be

illuminated. It is indeed " a valley of

very dry bones but Divine Grace can

quicken and raise up, even here, an ex-

ceedingly great army of soldiers of the

Cross. We design soon to make com-
munications on this subject to the Gene-

ral Assembly, and to the Domestic Mis-

sionary Society in New-York. In the

mean time, I hope that the beloved bre-

thren, in the Theological Seminary, will

turn their attention to this desert land,

and prepare, as instruments, to make it

a garden of God.

From travellers of our acquaintance,

and of undoubted veracity, we have lately

received the following facts concerning

some of the Indian tribes of the Rocky
Mountains :

—

The Kisways, Arapahoes, latans op

Kamanchies, and Crows, are wandering

tribes, inhabiting the Prairies at the foot

of the M(»untains on this side. They
have no settled towns. Wherever they

go in pursuit of game, they take their

houses of dressed skins and their furni-

ture with them. From their game they

derive both their food and their clothing.

The Crows range north of the Arkansaw
river, and the others south of it. They
are very numerous. The latans alot^e

are said to muster 20,000 warriours,'which

would make their population amount to

about 80,000. The other tribes are said

to be nearly or quite as populous.

The Anpaches and the Utaws are the

only tribt's known to our informants, on

the west side of the principal ridge of

mountains, who pursue the same wander-
ing habits. They also are numerous, and
are entirely independent of their Spanish

neighbours, in religion, government, and

mode of living. They are remarkable

for their neatness in dress and cook-

ing, for their dignity of deportment, their

hatred and contempt of the Spaniards^

and their respect for Americans. They
are very brave and hospitable ; and their

women form their dress more like that of

our ladies than any other Indian females.

The Tons and Pickoories live in towns

situated in the vicinity of Santa Fe.

They are Catholics, and are under the

Spanish government ; but are, in every

thing, vastly superior to their Spanish

neighbours.
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The Navahoes are a large nation, living

in the midst of the mountains, ahout 150

miles north west of Santa Fe. They

are extensive agriculturists, and are im-

mensely rich in flocks and herds. They

possess and work the richest mines in

North America. They profess the Chris-

tian religion, and are taught by their own

native preachers. They were, probably,

originally instructed by the Jesuits ;
but

are now dependent on no other nation

for the education of their Clergy. May
not this be the Welsh colony spoken of

by Stoddart ?

It is said that there are few Indians east

of the mountains, in comparison with the

multitudes on the western side. Let us

not cease to pray and strive that these

wandering sheep may be gathered into

^ the fold of Christ. Pray for us, that we

may be faithful, and may not labour in

rain.

JOURNAL OF THE MISSION FOE THE

MONTH OF JUNE, 1822.

Indian Encampment.

Saturday, June I.—While the greater

part of the Indians have gone westward

on a short summer hunt, a small party

have encamped near us for the purpose

of taking game in this region. Among
these are fifty children of a good age to

commence their education. Still their

parents are not quite ready to commit
them to our care. Two or three have

indeed brought forward their little ones
;

yet we fear they have done it to gain

favour, food, and clothes, and not with

a serious view to have them remain long

at school.

Tuesday, June 4.—Our sawyers have

finished the plank for the mills, and have

this day left us. The timber is chiefly in

readiness, but as the mill-wright expected

from Cincinnati has not arrived, the bu-

siness must be suspended for the pre-

sent.

A Fracas.

A fracas took place this evening among
the Indians, in which two were slightly

wounded. A wife of one of the men
took shelter in our room from the fury

of her husband ; but we told her we couid

not protect her, and she withdrew into

the woods. It is necessary that we take

no part in their quarrels. We do not

mention this occurrence to prove that

they are a quarrelsome people. Perhaps

few, if any Indians, are more friendly to

each other. But jealousy, wherever it

arises, is as cruel as the grave.

Unhappy Incident.

Wednesday, June 5.—Again we are

smitten with the rod of affliction. Our
Interpreter's oldest boy, who has been

with us since last September, was brought

in this evening with his thighbone broken.

In going to the field to turn in the horses,

he undertook to have a race with the

young chief, and his horse, stopping sud-

denly at the fence, threw him against a

stake. The Osage boys are fond of run-

ning horses. We had prohibited this

child the freedoin with horses which he
has been disposed to take, but the above

events took place before we knew what
he was doing.

Increase of the School.

Thursday, June 6.—Two boys have
been committed to our care, in a manner
which indicates the serious intention of
their relatives to have them educated.

They told us—" They would speak the

truth
;
they would not give their children

to-day, and take them to-morrow
; they

wished them to remain with us until they

shall get learning enough." These boys

we have received under circumstances

favourable to the Mission. They are

near the age of fourteen years. The
oldest they desired us to call ^oh-shin-

gah, and the other we have named Ste-

phen Van Rensselaer.

Friday, June 7.—The children who
were brought into our family a few days

since, consisting of two little girls and one

boy, concerning whom we had doubts

whether they would tarry, have been

taken away ;
partly because the children

were uneasy, but chiefly because their

parents were going away, and were un-

willing to leave them behind. The pa-

rents and relations are to be pitied for

their indiscretion.
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Jtegulations for the School.

Saturday
J
June 8.—Adopted the fol-

lowing regulations in relation to the chil-

dren who may be received into the fa-

mily :

—

1. That the Teachers, brother Wm. C.

Requa and brother Spaulding, take charge

of the boys both in and out of School,

excepting when the attention of any of

them may be required to some mecha-

nical business ; the charge shall then de -

volve on the Superintendent of sftid bu-

siness.

2. Their lodging shall be under the

particular observation of the Teachers,

who shall be responsible for the safe-

keeping and proper use of their clothing.

S. The girls shall be under the special

charge of sister Johnson, whose duly it

shall be to take the oversight of them out

of School ; see that they are suitably

employed; be responsible for the safe-

keeping and proper use ol" their clothing
;

see that their lodging is comfortable, and

attend to their various wants.

Lord's Day, June 9.—Subject of dis-

course, " Say among the heathen, that

the Lord reigneth." Contemplated this

fundamental truth of religion, " The Lord

reigneth," and the manner of declaring

this truth to the hi;athcn. iMay God pre-

pare us in due time to publish his law in

this land, where it never yet has been

known.

Various concerns of the Mission.

Monday, June 10.—In meeting for bu-

siness, brother Chapman reported the

transaction of his business down the river

and at New-Orleans. Brothers Fuller

and Woodruff, having returned, also re-

ported that they hud purchased several

horses and sixty head of cattle, compris-

ing twenty cows, twenty calves, and

twenty steers, for four hundred and

eighty dollars. The report was accepted.

In consequence of the high state of the

water in the Arkansaw, the brethren

were obliged to leave the stock for the

present in the vicinity of Fort Smith.

Saturday, June 15.—Busily engaged

during the past week in hoeing our corn,

and planting the residue of our seeds.

For three weeks past, the ground has
been so full of water, in consequence of

the heavy rains, that our farming busi-

ness has been almost entirely suspended.
The ground being so level, and the soil

having so little mixture of sand, it is im-
possible to till it, excepting when par-

tially dry. Much care has been taken to

put in the seeds from New-York, brought

up the river by brother Chapman.
Lord's Day, June 16.—A number of

Indians at public worship. They sit in

decent silence while we preach the word
of the Lord. But how can they be saved

while they cannot understand or receive

it. The importance of being able to

speak to them in their own language daily

urges itself upon our hearts.

Monday, June 17.—The rains having

subsided, and the rivers being in a falling

state, brothers \V. C. Requa and Spauld-

ing, by request of the family, set off to-

day to drive up the stock lately purchased

near Fort Smith. They are directed to

get assistance at the Fort to aid them in

this business. It is an unfavourable sea*

son of the year to drive cattle in this

country, on account of the flies, heat, and
rivers ; but our need of more milch cows
this summer, of beef cattle next autumn,

and of a larger stock for our future bene-

fit, seems to render it indispensably ne-

cessary.

Indisposition of one of the Brethren,

Monday, June 24.—The case of Bro-

ther George Hequa, who for a long time
has been out of health, begins to excite

an inquiry as to the best measures to be

pursued, that he may regain the blessing,

without which a Missionary life is com-
paratively useless.

Thursday, June 27.—Doctor Palmep
has stated, that Brother Requa's indispo-

sition is of such a nature that it will not

probably be removed by any means in our

hands, and that travelling will be the

most effectual remedy. He recommends
a journey to New-York, or to some
northern climate. As the season has

passed, in which it is safe travelling

through the lower country, we have re-
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solved to make a statement of his case

to the Board for their consideration,

hoping to receive their views on this sub-

ject before the next season returns.

Indian Fidelity.

Friday^ June 28,—An instance of In-

dian fidelity has lately occurred, which

has given us great satisfaction. We in-

formed the leader of a party of Indians

who had encamped near this establish-

ment, that we had given so much meat

and bread to the Osage people of late,

that we had scarcely any left, and that

we could not, therefore, be very liberal

to his party. Instead of expressing the

expectation that we should feed him, he

began to inquire how he could feed us.

Accordingly, while he remained in our

vicinity, he brought in several deer, for

which he asked no compensation. \^then

he was about to remove across the river

for hunting, he told us he would send us

buffaloe meat, and two young buffaloes

alive. About ten days afterward, he

sent over his son to let us know that he

had not forgotten his promise. Within

another week, he came here with one of

his wives, who had on her back a load

of buffaloe meat well cured. He said he

had fulfilled his promise in bringing buf-

faloe meat, but he found the young buf-

faloes too large to be taken alive, and, in

that particular, he had not been as good

as his word. For his meat he would take

no compensation ; and when he returned,

a few days afterward, his wife brought a

load of venison. Considering the pains

they took, in connection with the fact

that we were in special want, we feel un-

der peculiar obligations to this Indian.

Conduct of Indian Bays.

Saturday, June 29.—Our four Osage

boys are doing well. They manifest a

very contented mind ; are docile in their

disposition ; and make excellent progress

in learning to read and write. They do

not seem disposed to associate with the

Indians around us, but they treat them
with proper respect. They have not yet

dissented from our directions in a single

instance. We think we see in them a

specimen of the docility of a great pro-

portion of the Osage people.

Lord^s Bay, June 30.—In several in-

stances, of late, we have laboured to

give the older people some correct ideas

of the great truth, that there is one God.

The incompetence of our Interpreter pre-

vents us from going far into the nature of

the religion of the Bible. But in what
instruction we have given, we have been
agreeably surprised to find them ready to

say—" It is good

—

we will hold it fast.^'

GREAT OSAGE MISSION.
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS.

Rev. B. Pixley to the Domestic Secretary—
August 19, 1822.

Dear Sir—In closing our Journal for

the last month, we would mention the

good hand of our God upon us to the

present time. While the state of the

weather and the height of the waters

have conspired to render the season un-

usually sickly, and while those accus-

tomed to the climate have been, in a

more than common measure, afflicted

with disease, we have been highly fa-

voured. Although some of the family

have been often sick, yet they have been
as often restored, so that most of us have
been capable, excepting for a few inter-

vals, of attending to the duties of our
several occupations. Some of the family

now enjoy as high health as they ever

did in any former period of their lives.

Some seem to have their strength and
vigour let down by the unfavourable ef-

fect of the climate upon their constitu-

tions. Others have a little of the fever

daily, or have to exercise with much cau-

tion, for fear of its return. All who are

now sick may be said to be comfbrtably

so, that is, they are not so weakened
but that they enjoy company and conver-

sation, and walk about from house to

house. They seem to have nothing of a

more threatening aspect than the inter-

mittent of the country. About half of

our native children have been, or are now,

more or less troubled with the same com-
plaint.

The number of our native children has

4
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not yet increased as could have been

wished ; but we hare reason to hope that

it will be, before the Indians leave their

village for their autumnal hunt. Our op-

portunity of giving instruction to the In-

dians in spiritual things, is as yet small.

We dare not use our Interpreter for this

purpose, and our own knowledge of the

language is too superficial to say or at-

tempt much.

Brother Chapman's declaration con-

cerning the Osage language cannot, I

think, be correct, as published in the

Register. Perhaps there never was a

language which had no word to convey

what we mean by forgiveness ; and no-

thing but a wish of the Interpreter to

keep every thing of that kind out of view,

Could have led to such a declaration.

Whether the language be exuberant and
proliiic, or the contrary, is a question on

which I should not yet dare to hazard a

decided opinion. But this I would not

hesitate to say, that it is undoubtedly ca-

pable of communicating all religious

knowledge and instruction ; and some-
times I think may be seen in it all thv fire

of poetic effusion. If my life is spared,

I hope, by the blessing of God, eventu-

ally to practice in both of these, to ad-

vance the great and good cause to which
"we are set apart. May the Lord add his

blessing, and give you the prayer of faith

for us, that our labour be not in vain.

JWr. Spragite to his Brolher— Fort Osage,

.August 14, 1822.

I am now on my way from Franklin,

with twenty pounds of bark— a distance

of one hundred and seventy iriiles by
this place. The road I travelled forms
nearly a right-angle triangle. From Har-
mony to this place is one leg of eighty

railes; from this to Franklin, the other

leg of ninety miles; and the hypothe-

»use, in a south west course from Frank-

lin to Harmony, is about one hundred
and twenty miles. Had we a trace that

way, it would save us fifty miles in our

journey.

When I left home, several of the fa-

mily were quite feeble ; but of six hired

men, only one had been visited with the

ague—a proof that the place itself is nat

very unhealthy. Mr. Dodge was quite

sick, his wife feeble, and his daughter
had the ague. Mr. Pixley and wife were
well. Mr. Montgomery had the ague.

Mr. Austin and family were feeble. Mr.
Newton had the ague in addition to a

wounded foot. Mr. Bright and family

were well. Since I left home, I hear

that Mr. Jones has been attacked with

the ague, and that the school has stopped

for the present. As for myself, I was
very feeble when I set out on this jour-

ney, but am now so much restored as

to be able to endure the scorching sun

through the almost endless prairies. Mrs.

Sprague had gone beyond her strength

in work, but I have since heard that she

is able to walk out and visit the sick. It

is our intention to hire assistance in the

kitchen, that our females may have a lit-

tle time to recruit. We feel that we have

managed badly on this subject. If half

of the Brethren are sick, the labour of
the others is not increased ; but if half of

the Sisters are indisposed, the other half

have to perform the whole of the work,
besides attending to the sick.

The inhabitants of this part of the

country were originally from Kentucky.

Many of them were considered as a rough

set of beings, fearing neither God nor

man. A late revival of religion, how-
ever, has silenced many of Satan's best

friends. This revival began with the Cum-
berland Presbyterians, at a camp meeting.

It appears like a great work, that the

Osages should ever lay by the scalping

knife for the plough ; but God is able to

carry on his work among the heathen.

May the Lord help—his mercy endureth

for ever.

I have been favoured with an interview

with Gen. Atkinson, from Council BlufT,

who is on his way to Fort Smith on the

Arkansavv, to sit on a Court Martial at

the trial of Col. Bradford. Fort Smith

is twenty miles east of a due south hne

from Fort Osage. The latter is in 39

degrees of north latitude, and the former

in 35 degrees—the distance between the

two Forts is, of course, about two hun-

dred and forty miles.
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Between Fort Osage and Harmony,
there are four large mounds, a\ hich bear

evident marks of art. In the vicinity of

the mounds, there is an extensive bed of

lime-stone, and around the brow of each

mound there is a wall of lime-stone in a

. rough and irregular state. The wall was
» probably intended to prevent the mounds
^ from washing away.

JOURNAL OF THE MISSION FOB THE
MONTH OF JUrVE, 1822.

Saturday, June 1.—Finished ploughing

our forty acres intended as a corn-field.

One half of the field is yet to be harrowed

and planted.

Ijord's Day, June 2.—Brother Dodge
preached in the morning, and brother

Pixley in the afternoon. Public worship

and the Sabbath School take up the

greater part of the day ; and we are hap-

py to say that our hired men, as well as

our children, are generally attentive to

instruction. We cannot but hope they

may reap spiritual benefits from the pri-

vileges they now enjoy.

Marriage of Mr. Newton and Mrs. Seeley.

Monday, June 3.—The Monthly Con-
cert of Prayer was attended this evening.

At the close of the usual exercises, bro-

ther Newton and sister Seeley were unit-

ed in the marriage covenant. May God
bless them in this connexion, and make
them mutual helpers in promoting the

work of Missions.

Various J^oiices.

Tuesday, June 4.—Three men from

the Missouri, who passed this station

some weeks since, returned with a num-
ber of young Buffaloes and Antelopes.

They are desirous of resting with us a few
days.

Wednesday, June 5.—The river is now
very high, and our work at the Mills must
necessarily be suspended. Dismissed the

Millwright whom we hired to assist bro-

ther Austin. Captain . Dunlap arrived

with his family for the purpose of assist-

ing us in our blacksmith work, and with

the hope of obtaining the business in that

line for the Indians. This is a day of

memorial to the Superintendent of this

Mission, as it brings to view the day of
his birth. He is now forty-one years of
age, and it is the prayer of his heart that

God may so teach him to number his

days that he may apply his heart untQ
wisdom.
Thursday, June 6.—A waggon loaded

with corn meal for the Mission arrived

from the Missouri. We hope our present

supply will last until our own crop shall

be gathered. A conference was again

held to-day, and we find it good to con-

verse together on the things of the King-
dom of God.

Finished Planting.

Saturday, June 8.—At ten o'clock this

morning we finished planting our corn.

About twenty acres have been planted

within the last twenty-three hours. The
ground is in fine order for the first year,

and we have reason to hope, that, with the

Divine Blessing upon our labours, we may
gather a good harvest.

Lord''s Day, June 9.—Brother Pixley

preached in the morning, and Brother

Montgomery in the afternoon. There is

some appearance of a little more anima-

tion among us. May God bless the pri-

vileges of this Sabbath to our spiritual

good.

Wednesday, June 12.—Settled with four

of our hired men this morning, and they

left us for the Missouri. Rooms are now
completed for the accommodation of

three of our single Sisters, and a log barn

has been erected in the course of the pre-

sent week.

Thursday, June 13.—A conference was
again held to-day. May we ever esteem

it a privilege to speak often one to an-

other. A letter was read from a young
lady in Philadelphia, giving some ac-

count of the revivals of religion in that

city and in New-York. It is indeed de-

lightful to hear that the power and grace

of God have been so signally manifested

in those important cities.

A visitfrom the Little Osages,

Saturday, June 1 5.—Several of the Lit-

tle Osages made us a visit to-day. Among
the number was a very aged Chief. In

reply to an inquiry in relation to his age,
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he said he "was as old as the rainbow

which bowed over and stuck into the

ground at both ends. On being asked

who created him, he said he supposed

that it was the White People's God who
made him, but he had lived so long he

thought he was almost or quite as great

as God. When told that his ideas on the

subject were very incorrect, and that God
was greater than all the Osages and all

created objects, he gravely acknowledged

that he might be mistaken about the

business.

Unwelcome Information.

Monday, June 17.—Mr. Boggs arrived

from Fort Osage, bringing a package of

letters and papers which are very accepta-

ble. He brought up Mrs. Sibley's little

girl to attend our School. He also

brought the unwelcome information, that

the Government has revoked the Factory
system among the Indians. We have

fearful apprehensions that, if the Govern-
ment thus abandon the cause of these

poor people, and leave them to the mer-

cy of peddling traders, misery will still

be entailed upon them and their pos-

terity. May God have mercy on them
and grant them deliverance in his own
good time.

Concerns of the Missionary Church.

Wednesday, June 19.—The Ministers

and Elders met to consult on' the con-

cerns of our Missionary Church. The
meeting was opened with prayer; and

Brother Pixley appointed Scribe. Reso-

lutions were adopted, deciding that the

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper should

be regularly administered on the first

Sabbath in every second month, begin-

ning with the first month of the year
;

and that a Meeting of Session should be

statedly held previous to each Sacra-

mental occasion.

Friday, June £1.—The Church held a

couference to-day, to enter into some
spiritual inquiry with regard to our pre-

paration for the approaching Communion
season.

Monday, June 24.— A. very heavy rain

fiill last night, accompanied with thunder

and lightning. The river is still rising ra-

pidly. We planted our potatoes to-day,

and fenced the field. It is bottom land,

lying near our Mill, and containing about

two acres, which we have cleared of tim-

ber, and fitted for the plough. Met this

Evening for a season of prayer.

Preparationsfor a School-house,

Thursday, June ^7.—Commenced our

preparations for building a temporary log

School.house. Its dimensions are to be

27 feet in length, 20 in breadth, and a

story and a half in heighth. The upper

room will be prepared for the lodging of

Indian children. Brother Newton has this

day unfortunately wounded his leg with

the broad-axe, and will probably be un-

able to labour again for some time. Our
usual conference was attended to-day.

Saturday, June 29.—The water in our

river is about 25 feet above low-water

mark, and is still rising. The weather is

very warm and sultry. Some of our

hired men, apprehensive of sickness in

case they remain here during the heat of

summer, begin to think of returning to

the Missouri.

Unhappy Occurrence.

Lord*s Day, June SO.—Brother Pixley

preached in the morning and Brother

Montgomery in the afternoon. An unhap-

py occurrence took place to-day. Three

of our hired men, immediately after

breakfast, absented themselves, and did

not return until evening. On inquiry, it

was found, that they visited the Factory

and laboured all day in overhauling pel-

try. In consequence of this conduct, they

will be dismissed from our employment,

SENECA MISSION.
JOLRNAL OF THE MISSION, FROM THE 25tH OF

JULV, TO THE 4th OF SEPTEMBER, 1822.

Visit from an Allegany Chief.

July 25.—We were visited to-day by
one of the Allegany Chiefs, who has

brought his boy to be instructed in the

school. He promised, when at the coun-

cil in June, to bring some of his children

in a few weeks. He wished to know the

terms on which he could be received, that

the bargain might be fully understood.

After an explanation of our plan, he ap-
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peared satisfied, and eaid he should give

us his boy to be kept by us as long as we
should choose to instruct him. He in-

quired the length of time that was expect-

ed to elapse before the children could

finish their course of study : observing

that there were a number of people on all

the Reservations, who appeared pleased

with the plan of our school ; but that they
were not altogether satisfied with the

length of time they were required to stay.

Some understanding six years, others,

five. He wished, therefore, to know the
precise time, that he might be able to

make a proper report on his return. He
was told that all the children would be re-

quired to stay two years at least, and
generally three. With this he appeared
pleased, and gave us to understand that

we might probably expect more from his

quarter soon.

Disturbancejn the School.

August 1.—The family was considera-
bly disturbed this evening by the angry
intrusion of one of the natives, the father

of two of our children. The children

were found in mischief, and were slightly

reprimanded for it. The oldest resented

it. She ran home to her parents," and
made them believe she had been greatly

abused. In a little while, both parents

came in, highly incensed, and took them
both awaj'. The consequence to the

school has been pernicious, as all the girls

have gone home.
August 7.—To-day the children who

were taken away, returned, through the

interference, no doubt, of the principal

chief, who highly disapproved of the

parents' conduct. And with them re-

turned the other girls.

Council of the Christian 'party.

August 12.—A council was held this

day at the Mission House, composed of

c-hiefs and warriours from the Allegany,

Cataraugus, and Buffalo reservations, for

the purpose of hearing the opinion of the

minister respecting some unpleasant news

of the success and hostilities of the op-

posite party. Some exhortations to con-

stancy, were addressed to the assembly,

which were very gratefully received. The

council was closed by a very spirited

speech of an Allegany chief, in which he
endeavoured to settle the minds of his

fathers and brethren on the importance of

delivering up their children to their bro-

thers, the teachers, who had come to in-

struct them in the right way. He said,

they had long enough
.
neglected their

children, and the consequence could now
be sufficiently seen in their idleness and
sin. That they had not the right method
of bringing up their children was evident.
" The white people," he added, " under-

stand this business, and we ought not to

find fault with them because they cor-

rect our children." The council appeared
very much pleased with the school. One
of the chiefs is the father of the lad that is

with us from Allegany. He told us that

there are more from that place who will

soon apply for admission.

Aug. 13.—The school is now diminish-

ed to seventeen in number : some who
came first, have become discontented

with confinement, and have gone home.

A few also have been taken sick. The
number that remain, appear contented,

obedient, and apparently happy ; and

generally make handsome progress. May
it please the Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ to add some of them to " his

church of such as shall be saved."

Pagan Ceremony.

Sabbaih.—August 25.—We were pain-

ed to-day to see the tardiness of the peo-

ple in attending church, and the indif-

ference manifested by many to the sacred

institutions of the Sabbath. Our congre-

gation, a few weeks since, was full to

overflowing; consisting, frequently of

from 45 to ao, and 85 adults. To-day the

number has been small. After service,

the people were informed by one of the

old chiefs, that, on the morrow, a feast

would be observed in commemoration of

one of the older members of the congre-

gation, lately deceased. This appears to

be a kind of passover, held the 12th day

after the person's decease. The particular

ceremonies are not known ; but it is cer-

tain that it is a part of their former su-

perstition. Oh, when will they learn
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righteousness ! When shall they be turn-

ed from darkness to light, and from the

power of Satan, unto God

!

Interesting Interview.

Sabbath^ September 1.—Two or three

of the congregation were invited home
with us to-day, fpr the purpose of a free

conversation on the subject of religion

and the state of their souls. Seven came

and joined with us in our evening con-

ference. Those with whom we had time

to converse appeared truly thankful for

this attention of their minister, and at his

request opened their minds freely on the

several questions proposed. They seem-

ed to feel deeply their own unworthiness,

and generally a deep sense of guilt. One

said, he sometimes thought his sin too

great to think it possible for God to for-

give him ; but again he reflected that the

mercy of the Saviour was exceeding

great, and that a door of hope was open-

ed for the " vilest of the vile." Another

said that "every day he came short of

doing his duty to his Maker : he felt it

;

he knew it : but he had often heard, and

did believe in his heart that Jesus was an
Almighty Saviour. His whole hope was
in the mercy of that Saviour, and he felt

willing that He should do with him just

as He pleased," He was asked whether

he delighted in unburdening his mind to

.his Saviour whenever it was sorely press-

ed with difficulty or with sin ? He rephed

that " he did not forget to seek the grace

of God every day, sometimes along with

others ; and sometimes, when he is in the

woods alone, and no eye saw him but the

eye of his Maker, he was accustomed to

pour out his heart in prayer to God."

Monday, September 2.—The monthly

Concert was well attended.

ffednesday, September 4.—The Lord
nppears gracious to us in favouring us

with opportunities of carrying on our

several operations. We have just erected

a frame as an addition to our kitchen

apartment. It is a large piazza, back of

the kitchen, intended for a washing apart-

ment and buttery for the children, cis-

tern, &.C. It is a very important, and,

indeed, necessary appendage to our esta-

blishment.

THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
RENUNCIATION OF IDOLATRY IN THE ISLAND OF RURUTU.

In the ninth number of our last volume, we inserted some account of

tbis happy event. The following statement, communicated to the Society

by the Missionaries at Raiatea, and published in the August number of

the London Missionary Chronicle, embraces additional particulars. As

all the facts are so deeply interesting to the Missionary and Christian world,

and so w^orthy of a second or even third perusal, and as those ofour sub-

scribers who commenced with our present volume, may not have seen the

former account, we have concluded to present this enlarged statement

entire.

An account of ike renunciation of Idola- Raiatea, Oct. 18, 1821.

try, and of the reception of Christianity Tlie whole of the circumstances rt'

by the natives of Ruruiu, an Island in lating to this event having been pecu-

the South Seas. 150° 51' E. long. 22° harly interesting and encouraging to us,

29' S.lat. called in the charts, Oheteroa, we are desirous that all who are anxious
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for the universal spread of divine truth,

and feel interested in the success of

Christian Missions, may be acquainted

with it, that they may be partakers with

UB of our joy.

On March the 8th last, we saw' a

strange sail at sea, which made towards

the reef, and appeared to be determined

to hazard running on it instead of bear-

ing up for the proper harbour, a practice

resorted to by the natives when in ex-

tremity. Perceiving their imminent dan-

ger, the chiefs manned our boats and went
off to pilot the strangers safely into the

harbour ; when they arrived we found

they were natives of the island of Rurutu.

They had come from Maupiti, touched

on their voyage at Borabora, but could

Bot get in for the contrary wind. They
had been drifted about at sea for three

weeks, and latterly, without food and
water, excepting sea water, which tliey

were obliged to drink. Contrary winds
drove them from their own island ; but

the Lord, to whose merciful designs,

winds and waves are subservient, protect-

ed and guided them to these islands.

Maupiti was the first island they could
make.
They were exceedingly astonished at

the difference ofcustoms, men and women
eating together ; the Areoi Society, their

dances, and every lascivious game com-
pletely put away. When they heard of
the new system of religion, and saw the

people worshipping the living and true

God, they were convinced of its propriety

and superiority, and immediately began
to learn to read.

The Chief, with his wife and a few
others, went ashore at Borabora. Mr.
Orsmond, the Missionary of that station,

paid every attention to them during their

short stay
;
gave them books, and began

to teach them to read ; but as the canoe
and the greater part of the people were
at Raiatea, they soon followed. They
were about 25 in number, men and wo-
men. We set apart a. certain time for

their instruction, supplied them all with

elementary books, and gave them in

charge to our deacons, who were very

much pleased with, and diligent in the

discharge of their new oflSee. Their lan-

guage being somewhat different, the dea-
cons could make themselves understood
better than we could.

Auura, their Chief, paid particular at-

tention, as well as his wife ; the greater

part of the others were rather slothful.

He appeared to appreciate the worth of
knowledge, and the value of the good
tidings of sal ration ; his attention was
great, and his questions upon general

subjects were very judicious ; but his at-

tention to, and questions upon our dis-

courses, were such as surprised not only

the Raiateans, but ourselves also. We
think he possesses a very acute judgment
so far as he knows. We do not wish, in

thus speaking, to be understood that we
believe him to be what would be called

in England a converted person, though
we have now indubitable evidence that

he is a true convert from idolatry to

Christianity. God hath called him and
the people out of darkness to the know-
ledge of his Son Christ Jesus. May they

soon really know Him, whom to know
aright is eternal life. Auura was conti-

nually expressing his anxious desire to

return to his own land, and to carry to

his poor countrymen the knowledge he
had obtained of the true God, and his

Son Jesus Christ, expressing his fears io

an affectionate manner, that when he got

back he should find very few left, as the

evil spirit was killing them so fast.

The brig Hope, Captain Grimes, from

London, touched at Raiatea on July the

3d ; we mentioned to the Captain our

wish to get these poor people back to

their own island 4 he, with a readiness

which does him the highest credit, offer-

ed immediately to touch at their island,

and to take our boat in tow, that we might

have an opportunity, should our boat re-

turn from this yet unknown land, to open

a communication with the natives. We
sent for Auura, the Chief, and his wife,

who were highly delighted with the pros-

pect of returning; but he raised an ob-

jection to going to his land of darkness

unless he had some one with him to in-

struct him and his people. We were

rather at a loss how to act
;
however, w©
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immediately called the deacons, informed

them of the circumstance, and desired

them to inquire who would volunteer

their services to '^o as teachers to these

poor people. They assembled the church,

when two came forward, we hope with

the spirit and language of the Prophet of

old, " Here are we, send us." They were

the very men we should have chosen had

we thought it prudent to nominate ; but

knowing it was at the hazard of their

lives, and that of their wives and little

ones, we dared not to interfere, but left

it to Him who disposes the hearts and

thoughts of men according to His will.

Mahamene, a deacon, having a wife, but

no children, xvaa one; Puna, a steady,

and we hope a truly j)ious man, having a

"Wife, with two children, was the other:

they were both men we could ill spare,

on account of their steadiness and our

confidence in them ; but such characters

are the only proper persons for such a

work, therefore every other considera-

tion was obhged to give way. To select

a crew to bring back our boat was the

next consideration : as this took up the

greatest part of the night, they had but a

short time to get ready for the ship,

which was to sail early the next morning.

The brig got under weigh the 5th of

July, and after most afi'ectionately com-

mitting Mahamene and Puna, with their

wives and little ones, to the care of our

Lord and God, in the presence of the

congregation, we gave to each a letter

in English and Tahitan, recognising them

as under the patronage of the London
Missionary Society, with our sanction,

and recommending thepi to any captains

of vessels that might touch at Rurutu.

The vessel lying to, outside the reef

for us, prevented our having a regular

service ; but though short, it was both

affecting and interesting. At length we
conducted our new fellow-labourers to

the brig. The Captain paid every atten-

tion ; took our boat in tow, and departed,

leaving us anxiously waiting to hear in

due season of their reception and success;

nor were we disappointed.

Part of the night previous to their de-

parture was spent in supplying them as

well as we could with those articles which
they would find both necessary and useful.

Every member of tlic church brought

something as a testimonial of his affec-

tion—one brought a razor, another a

krrife, another a roll of cloth, another a

few nails; some one little thing and some
another ; we gave them ?ill the elemen-

tary books we could spare, with a few of

the Tahitan Gospel of Matthew. Thus
we equipped them for this interesting lit-

tle Mission as well as our circumstances

would allow.

On August 9th, after a little better than

a month's absence, we had the pleasure

of se«Mng the boat return lad^^n with pri-

soners, the gods of the heathen, taken in

this bloodless war, won by the blood of

Him who is the Prince of Peace. They
were six days at sea in the open boat
On reading their letters, we felt perhaps

something of that holy joy that the an-

gelic hosts will experience when they

shall shout, The kingdoms of this world

are become the kingdom of our God and
of his Christ." The letters were from

Auura, the chief of Rurutu, Mahamene
and Puna. Although Anura was only

with us so short a time, he made such

progress that he had completely learned

the Spelling-book, part of the Catechism,

and could read in the Gospel of Matthew
before he left; he could write and spell

correctly. The following is a translation

of the letter from Mahamene and Puna,

the two native teachers, to Messrs. Wil-

liams and Threlkeld, dated Rurutu, Fri-

day, July 13, 1821.

" May you two have peace through

God in your residence at Raiatea. We
think God has heard your prayers, be-

cause we received no ill treatment on

board the ship, and because we are both

now alive at Rurutu. Behold ! they have

given to us this land, not because we
asked it, but because of their own hatred

to the evil spirit. Pray earnestly to God
that we may have a permanent residence

at Rurutu, whilst we are teaching them

their letters, and to know the name of

the Son of God, and showing them the

evil of their ways. On the 8th of July

the meeting of the chiefs and king was
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held, when Auura spake thus to the chiefs

and king :
' Friends, this is ray desire,

and therefore am I come to this land, that

you may know the name of the Son of

God, and the work of the Holy Spirit,

in enlightening our hearts, and the mercy

of God towards us. This is my desire,

let the evil spirit be this instant cast into

the fire.* Is it agreeable to you, kings

and chiefs ; shall we burn the evil spirit

even now ; shall we overthrow his king-

dom ? Do not any more let us worship

him ; never more let us implore him ; let

him have no more reign in our hearts.

Let him have nothing in this land that

has no teachers. Let the government of

these little lands become Jehovah's, and

his alone; then my heart will rejoice

through you. Behold! you thought I

had been eaten up in the depths of the

sea by the evil spirit ; but behold, I am
not destroyed by him : he is the great

foundation of all deceit. I did not know
that God would guide me to that land

(Raiatea) where the teachers are ; there

the word of God flourishes and grows,

and behold, God has guided me back

again. Will it be agreeable to you that

we should all assemble together at one

place, and all eat together ?'

The King and Chiefs answered thus,

" It is perfectly agreeable to us : we will

receive and hold fast the word of life.

We are pleased because of your saying.

Burn the evil spirits in the fire. Let every

thing made by our hands (as a god) be

charred in the fire. Behold you say, O
Auura, that we have spirits, or souls ; we
never knew tliat man possessed a spirit

—

no; never, never."

Auura then answered thus :
" I have

one more word to say to you. These two
men (the teachers) are chosen by the

church at Raiatea. •Gqd caused the

thought to grow in the hearts of the Mis-

sionaries, and behold they have sent them
to teach us to read ; because of their

great love to us these two are sent. The
Missionaries think very much of them

;

for the Missionaries are very compassion-

ate towards us. The people of Raiatea

'Meaning the idol^of the evil spirit.

thought, in their regard to these two men,

that they would be killed in our land, and
that the'boat would be seized by us. The
Raiateans think our land is a barbarous

land ; therefore do not ill-use these men,

but behave with the greatest kindness to

them, and then it will be well." The
King and Chiefs answered, " It is per-

fectly agreeable to us."

Now, lo ! up started two men inspired

by the evil spirit. One of the evil spirits

said, " It's agreeable, it's agreeable : .we

will hold the good word."* The other

man who was also inspired by the evil

spirit, thus spake, " I have seen the foun-

dation of the firmament, up in th« sky,

Taaroa (the great idol) brought me forth."

Auura then answered the evil spirit thus

:

" Do you leap up then, that we may see

you flying up into the sky. Do so now,

immediately. Truly thou art even the

very foundation of deceit. The people of

Rurutu have been completely destroyed

throu^ you, and through you alone, and

now you shall not deceive us again : we
will not be deceived again through you.

We know the true God : begone. If the

Son of God stood in our presence you
would be ashamed." When Auura had
done speaking, he sat down. Mahamene
then stood up and said, " You have
agreed, and your desire is to Jesus, that

he may save your spirits. Ye are the

lands for which the Missionaries at Raia-

tea, Tahiti, Moorea, Huaheine, Borabora,

and England, have prayed. The churches,

wherever there are Missionaries, have

compassion upon the lands that have no
teachers ; therefore they subscribe pro-

perty, that the word of God may be sent

to the lands that are without teachers.

The Missionaries of Raiatea have sent

us two to teach you letters and the name
of the true God. May you be saved

through Jesus Christ."

Mahamene then sat down. Puna (the

other teacher) then rose and said, " Dear

friends, this is my thought towards you

—

affection grows in my heart now towards

you, in your living in darkness and in the

shade of death. Behold, you are eating

* Speaking ironically.
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the food of death—the poisonous fish,

and drinking bitter water. Behold, we

are here before you to make known to

you the true God, that you may know

him. This I say to you, O King and

Chiefs, prepare one place where you may

all eat together, you and your wives and

children, and your King, at one eating

place, and there the evil spirit who has

just now inspired that man shall be com-

pletely ashamed : he has no refuge ;
but

cast away every disgraceful thing from

among you, for that is the reason he re-

mains among you. You worship him, and

he is accustomed to deceive you ; but now

be fervent in prayer to God that you

may escape. Should you not listen to

that word, you will die, and yon will bear

the wrath of God, and you will be led by

the e^•i! spirit you have now cast away,

into the fire of hell ; but if you regard

the word and the name of the Son of

God, you will by that means be saved.

May you be saved through Jesus Christ.

Mahambne.
Puna.

To Messrs. WilUams and
Threlkeld, Raiatea.

The eating together (observe the Mis-

.sionaries) was on the day after the Meet-

ing, and was to be the test of the truth of

the word of God. If they died accoi'ding

to the predictions of the priests, namely,

that any woman eating either hog or tur-

tle would surely be eaten by the evil

spirit ; or any one eating on a sacred

place would surely die, and be eaten also :

—then they Avcnld not destroy their

gods ; but if no one sustained any injury,

they would then utterly destroy all their

idols. They met accordingly; and after

satisfying their appetites, without sus-

taining any injury, they arose, boldly

seized the gods, and then proceeded to

demolish totally the Morais, which was

all completely effected that day.

It is worthy of remark, that when the

boat first reached the shore, Mahamene
and Puna, with their party, knelt down
on the spot to return thanks to God for

their preservation, not knowing that the

spot was sacred to Oro, one of their idols.

The Rurutus said immediately, "This

people will die." The party also ate in-

advertently on a sacred spot: and when
the Rurutus saw that, thej-^ said, " No
doubt they will die for this trespass on
the sacred ground ;" and looking earnest-

ly, expected some one to have swollen,

or fallen down dead suddenly ; but after

they had looked a considerable time, and
saw no harm come to them, they changed
their minds, and said, " Surely theirs is

the truth ; but perhaps the god will come
in the night and kill them ; we will wait

and see." One man actually went in the

night to the wife of the chief (Auura,)

who also ate part of a hog, or turtle, on

the sacred spot, and said, " Are you still

alive!" When the morning arrived, and
the Rurutuans found no harm had hap-

pened to any of them, they became ex-

ceedingly disgusted at their having been
deceived so long by the evil spirit.

DEPUTATION TO THE SOUTH SEA
ISLANDS.

It was mentioned in one of the numbers of oar

last volume, that the London Missionary Society

deputed the Rev. Daniel Tyerman and George

Bennet, Esq., to visit the various Missionary

stations in the South Sea Islands. These gentle-

men embarked on their long and hazardous ex-

pedition in the month of May, 1821. Their first

three letters to the secretary of the society, were
received in London, in August last, by the way of

China and the Unitecf States ; and were pubh'shed

in the September number of the Missionary

Chronicle. The first letter contains merely an

account ol' their voyagclo the day of its date. An
extract from this, and nearly the whole of the

other two letters,, will now he presented to our

readers.

FIRST LETTER.

Pacific Ocean, Aug. 22, 1821.

" While traversing tht; torrid zone, * the

sun was not pergiitted to smite us by
day, nor the ri5oon by night.' We were
sensible of the heat, but not more incon-

venienced by it than we have been in our

own happy country. The thunder and

lightning did us no harm ; indeed our

captain says, he never experienced so lit-

tle in passing between the tropics in any

former voyage. And yet, to remind us

of the obligations to gratitude under
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which we are laid, and to occasion thanks-

givings to God. on our behalf by our dear

friends in England, we may mention one

or two instances of danger from which we
have been delivered.

In lat. — , and long. — during a storm

of thunder and lightning, with squalls, in

the night, when both the captain and chief

mate were on deck, a ball of fire fell into

the sea with a great noise, just over our

lee-bow, which both those gentlemen

thought would probably have proved

fatal to us, had it fallen on the ship ; and

they mentioned an instance in which a

similar ball of fire had proved destructive

to a vessel in the British Channel not long

ago.

" On Wednesday night last also, (Aug.

15, during a most tremendous gale, which

continued four days,) about one o'clock,

the captain, after a dreadful clap of thun-

der, which seemed consentaneous with

the vivid lightning, cried out to both of

us by name, desiring that we would nray

to God for mercy upon us all, saying, It

is all over !" and at the same time himself

praying earnestly for mercy. At this

moment another most terrific flash of

lightning and burst of thunder took place,

and was followed immediately with what
he and we conceived to be the rushing in

of the waves between decks, as at some
great chasm made by the electric fluid,

but which we soon found to have been

occasioned by a fall of hail stones, many
of which were as large as the first joint of

a man's finger, and which fell with such

intense force, that the officers and men
whose watch was on deck could scarcely

support them, and wh*ch left a mark and

sensation of pain on every face which was

struck by them. The chief mate said,

that the men stood aghast, and though

many ofthem were accustomed to storms

at sea, they crowded round him like

sheep, and could hardly be prevailed upon

to attend to the needful duties of the ship,

which at this period were the more peri-

lous, on account of the main sheet having

been torn from their hands by the fury of

the gale, and which was then dashing

" The figures are omitted.

about with a violence which would have

proved fatal to any one whom it might

have struck. But this awful night passed

over, and at twelve the next day the

gale moderated, so that we could icear

ship, and proceed (though on a dreadfully

agitated ocean) without having a mast

sprung or struck, a sail carried away or

ripped, a timber injured, or a persoa

harmed !

" During this gale our minds were kept

in entire peace and repose on our Heaven-

ly Father, ' who manages the seas, and
rides upon the storm.' Our female friends

were alarmed, but not greatly. ThuS
gently does God deal with us !"

SECOND LETTER.

Eimeo, December 3^ 1821.

" We are now at this island, on our

way (from Taheite) to the Leeward Isl-

ands ; a favourable opportunity having

been offered, by means of an American

ship, the General Gates, of Boston, Cap-

tain Riggs.

We have now been a considerable time

(about ten weeks) in these beautiful isl-

ands, having landed at Matavai (inTaheite)

on the 21st of September.

Through the singulariy kind Provi-

dence of God, we were only just four

months from our leaving Portsmouth to

our seeing the island of Narcisso, which

was the first of those in this neighbour-

hood properly denominated by Cook
" the dangerous Archipelago." We saw-

no land, nor fell in with any vessel, after

passing the Equator in the Atlantic, until

we saw Narcisso. Our expectations,

therefore, of sending letters home were

disappointed, as they have been also hi-

therto since our arrival ; but the ship

which is now conveying us to Huaheine,

will, we hope, convey this and the for-

mer sheets we wrote at sea, on the 22d

of August, to China, in time for the late

East India fleet.

No calamity has been permitted to

befal us, and much enjoyment has been

granted to us. We are in health and

comfort up to the present moment, and

have been more delighted with the vie-
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tories and blessed results of preaching

and living the Gospel of Christ than we
are able to express, at every station where

we have already been, viz. at Matavai,

at Papieta* at Buaanania\ in Taheite ;

and at Papeloai in this island. Truly,
" THE HALF WAS NOT TOLd'uS !" God
has indeed done great things here, in a

civil, moral, and religious view. The
people here exhibit as literal and pleasing

a proof of being " turned from darkness

unto light, and from the power of Satan

unto God," as can be conceived.

A nation of pilferers have become emi-

nently trust-worthy. A people formerly

imiversally addicted to lasciviousness in

all its forms, have become modest and

ifirtuous in the highest degree—those who,

a few years ago, despised all forms of re-

ligion except their own horrid and cruel

superstitions, have universally declared

their approbation of Christianity
;
study

diligently those parts of the Christian

Scriptures which have been translated for

them—ask earnestly for more, and ap-

pear conscientiously to regulate them-

selves by those sacred oracles, under the

direction of their kind teachers, whose
self-denying zeal and perseverance have

been almost as remarkable as the success

with which God has been pleased to ho-

nour them.

It was a great happiness to find many
of the Missionaries in tolerable health,

though some were and still are unwell^

and two of the late Missionariesf have

departed to their heavenly rest and gra-

cious reward, leaving behind them very

satisfactory evidence that "the good hope

through grace" which had supported them
through life, could support them also in

the hour of death.

The King was unwell, and was at this

island when we arrived in Taheite. He
€oon made two obliging communications

to us, through our excellent friend Mr.

Nott, in which he expressed his hope of

soon being over at Matavai to receive us.

On finding, however, that Pomare rather

•' Mr. Crook's station at Wilk's harbour,

t Messrs. Bourne and Darling's station at Bor-

der's Point.

t Messrs. Bicknell and Tessier

.

grew worse than better, we came over to

Eimeo, and were received by him with

the utmost demonstrations of kindness,

and with marked tokens of respect

;

Messrs. Nott and Henry accompanying
us, and interpreting for us. His informa-

tion, for a person who has read only the

Taheitan language, appeared to us consi-

derable, from the questions he asked re-

specting our Society's labours, their suc-

cess, and their intended fields of labour

;

also his inquiries respecting the civil

affairs of England and of Europe.

(The letter proceeds to state the con-

tinued illness of the King, the probability,

of his death, and the apprehensions of

the Missionaries and others, respecting

the probable consequences of that event.

But as the facts have been already stated

in letters from the Missionaries of a sub-

sequent date, the conjectures here refer-

red to are omitted.)

It is our hope that the fears of our

brethren are unfounded, and that He who
has so signally delivered and overruled ia

times past, will still mercifully overrule

the present affairs for the good of his

cause and the happiness of his servants.

The present state of public affairs pre-

vents our being sanguine in our expecta-

tions of doing much, but we are satisfied

that the sending out a deputation from

the Society was a prudent measure, and

well timed. The hearts of zealous and

faithful Missionaries will be encouraged,

and their hands strengthened, while they

will become still more united in their af-

fections and exertions : and if we can

transmit or bring back with us any thing

like the powerful impressions and delight-

ful feelings we so often enjoy respecting

the vast advantages of missions to the

heathen, then will the hearts and hands

of our dear brethren in England and

Europe be still more energetically em-

ployed in the glorious cause.

You have learned,we trust, from letters

sent home before we reached Taheite,

that the Translations and Printing are

going on well. Matthew and John are

printed in the Taheitan language, and

are in innumerable hands. The books of

Genesis, Joshua, the Psalms, Isaiah, the

Acts, the Epistle to the Romans, and the
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other Epistles, are in course of transla-

tion, and are waiting the mutual correc-

tions of the brethren. The Grammar
and Dictionary are not in so forward a

state ; but both these are so important,

that we hope to make a more encourag-

ing report of their progress at no distant

period.

Our hearts have been rejoiced to find

that those labourers in the Lord's vine-

yard here, with whom we have had in-

tercouree, appear to be, generally speak-

ing, of the right stamp, holding forth the

truth in their public and private teaching,

and exemplifying the Holy Gospel in

their life and conversation. We must

also add, that the general intelligence and

good sense which we find among them is

highly gratifying to us.

With the various appearances and pro-

ductions of these delightful islands which

the Lord hath blest, we cannot now en-

tertain you by any descriptions ; indeed

they are, in many respects, so entirely

sui generis, that vision only can convey

an adequate idea of their fertility, beauty,

and sublimity.

It is found unadvisable, and, in part,

impracticable, to attempt at present any
manufactory on a large scale ; but the

King and Chiefs have approved of setting

up the little cotton work, and Messrs.

Blossom and Armitage are just now get-

ting into their houses which the Chiefs

have provided for them, close to the

stream in Taheite, where the mill is im-

mediately to be erected.

The principal articles in request among
the natives are Cloth, and Clothing of all

the lighter descriptions. Cheap printed

Cottons of showy patterns, as well as

whites and blues, are much sought after
;

and we rejoice in this, because their de-

sire for these articles is, that they may
be able to dress in the English mode

;

and it is truly delightful, on the Lord's

Days especially, to see so many of the

natives with parts of English dresses

;

almost all the females having bonnets of

the English form, made by their own
hands, and those of them who can obtain

a neat slip of printed calico, or a riband

to put round their bonnets, are greatly

pleased.

We are gratified in observing, almost

every where, many marks of improve-
ment. Better houses and chapels having

been built, or in preparation for being

built at nearly every station—rapid im-
provement in reading and writing, Eu-
ropean dresses partially superseding the

Taheitan—the Chiefs ingeniously and
diligently building their own boats in th©

European form, with European tools

—

many cultivating tobacco and sugar, and

nearly all manufacturing cocoa-nut oil.

Among other marks of improvement,

we must mention a road which is already

made to a considerable extent, and which

is intended to go round the whole island.

This is of very great and obvious impor-

tance. It has been formed by persons

who were punished, according to the new
laws, for evil doing ; and the intention is

that it shall be completed by persons of

that description. It is remarkable that

these persons have no need to be super-

intended in their labour, but they uni-

formly perform the portion of work al-

lotted to them. Before this, there was

no road in any part of the island, except

the narrow winding tracks by which the

natives found their way from one place

to another.

Some commercial attempts have been

made, and are now making, by the King

and Chiefs ; there are also some indica-

tions of improvement in civilization ; but

from a complication of circumstances,

these attempts have hitherto proved em-

barrassing to Pomare and to the Mis-

sionaries. It may be hoped that here-

after these things will be better under-

stood and consequently better ma-
naged."

THIRD LETTER.

Huahtine, Dec. 11, 1821.

" We make another addition to our

already long letter, as the Captain of the

General Gates does not proceed until

perhaps to-morrow ; and we have to

mention a great calamity, which, though

not altogether unexpected, yet produces

here a very great sensation. Pomare is

dead I He died on Friday last, two days

after we left Taheite for this place. The
Arii of Borabora has called, on his way
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from Taheite to his own Island, to bring

the mournful news, but he only stopped

a few hours to see the Arii of this Island

;

the Missionaries have not seen him. The
late Pomare(vve learn) has left directions

that his infant son shall be acknowledged

Sovereign ; that the Qtaen and her sis-

ter shall remain at Taheite, having the

care of the son and daughter, and govern-

ing the Kingdom with the advice of all

the principal Chiefs. That the daughter

shall only possess her own district. This

arrangement, we rejoice to learn, gives

much satisfaction both to this Island, Na-
tives, and Missionaries, and to Taheite

;

and the hope is, that peace may continue,

and every thing go on well ; for this we
pray, and in this we shall truly be glad.

We reached this Island to dinner, on

Saturday last, and entered this beautiful

and secure harbour with a fine breeze.

Our very obliging friends, Mr. Barff and
Mr. Ellis, soon came off to us, and re-

ceived us with the utmost kindness, as

did also their wives. We are domesti-

cated in their families, and are exceed-

ingly happy with them
;
they appear two

holy men of God, blessed in their part-

ners, blessed in each other, and eminently

blessed in their missionary labours. Every
thing around bears the marks of great im-

provement among the natives ; their en-

closures, their plastered houses, their

manners, and especially their dress, which

is as much European as thej^ can obtain,

by purchase, the means of making it.

Indeed on Sabbath- Day, in the noble

place of worship, (which is well built and

plastered, well lloored with timber, and
of which considerable part is neatly

pewed,) the Chiefs, and great numbers of

the principal people, were dressed quite

in the English manner from head to foot.

We spent a delightful Sabbath here

;

there were not fewer than 1200 persons

present at each of the sen ices, conducted

after the English mode, but of course in

the Taheitan language. At noon, we had
the pleasure to meet 7 or 800 persons in

one of the School-Rooms ; 400 of these

were children of the most interesting ap-

pearance, of from 6 years old to 15 or t6;

the olhers consisted of adults,^ who at-

tend, it seems, with remarkable diligence

on the Sabbath-Day for religious instruc-

tion, and every other day of the week,

except Saturday, for instruction in read-

ing and writing, and for instruction also

in religion. On Monday, we were in-

vited to meet the King and Queen, the

Chiefs, the Communicants, the Baptized,

and others, in the Chapel. At this meet-

ing our hearts were almost overwhelmed
with pleasure of the highest order. There
were about 1000 persons present; and

when each of us had spoken to them, and

our kind friends had interpreted our

speeches, we were addressed by four of

their orators ; one of these was the King,

(Mahine,)two other Chiefs, and the fourth

was a Deacon of the church and a Teacher

in the Schools— a man ofexemplary piety

and amiable deportment. Indeed we can-

not conct'ive of countenances expressive

of more benevolence, even in our own
favoured country, than those of two of

these speakers; and they all spoke so

evidently from the heart, that we felt

moved by their speeches even before they

were interpreted ; and when they were

explained, we found they were highly

creditable both to their heads and hearts.

Our greatest delight is, after that arising

from the apparent piety of many of the

natives, to behold such respect and at-

tachment manifested to the Missionaries

here, and the desire expressed in other

places to obtain Missionaries. We think

this is a pleasing indication of the Divine

favour toward the good cause in which

you and the Society have the happmess

to be engaged."

SYNOD OF NEW-YORK fc NEW-JERSEY.
At the late Meeting of this large and respectable

Synod, preparatory measures were adopted to

divide it into two Synods. The one is to be denomi-

nated the Synod of New-York, and lo embrace

the Presbyteries ofNew-York, Long Island, North

River, and Hudson ; and the other to be denomi-

nated the Synod of New-Jersey, and to embrace

the Presbj-leries ofJersey, New Brunswick, New-

ton, and Susquehannah. Should the general As-



sembly next spring approve and confirm this divi-

sion, the two Synods will probably be organized

in October next.

The following document exhibits the state of

religion within the present bounds of the Synod

:

Narrative of the State of Religion loithin

iht hounds of the Synod of JVew- York

and Mw Jersey, Oct. 1822.

In reviewing the reports of the state of

Religion in the Churches within their

bounds, during the past year, the Synod

of New-York and New-Jersey feel min-

gled emotions of sorrow and joy. They
cannot but grieve to hear of the progress

of vice in many of the congregations un-

der their care. They can scarcely refrain

from tears when they hear of the preva-

lence of intemperance, gambling, profane-

ness and Sabbath-breaking, among those

for whose spiritual welfare they feel a

deep concern. These vices are more to

be dreaded than the desolating plague.

They are sure symptoms of malignant

disease in the soul—the prognostics of

eternal death. Nor can they view with

indifference the lukewarmness that per-

vades so great a portion of the Churches

under their care. This is an evil highly

offensive to the great Head of the church
;

one which he has reprobated in the strong-

est terms ; and the pernicious effects of

which, no mortal can duly estimate. This

fatal evil gives birth to others. When
the love of many waxes cold, iniquity urill

abound ; and when the soldiers of Christ

sleep at their posts, the enemy will break

into the camp.

But while the Synod view with unfeign-

ed regret the alarming spread of luke-

warmness and vice, they have occasion to

praise God that he has not forsaken his

people, nor given up his heritage to re-

proach. Many of the Churches under

their care, where there are no special re-

vivals, appear to be walking in the fear of

the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost, and are gradually enlarged. An
exemplary attention bus been paid to the

religious instruction of youth ; Sabbath

schools are established in almost every
congregation, and are generally in a

flourishing state ; benevolent societies are

still in operation, and have increased in

number and efficiency meetings for so-

cial prayer have been gi'eatly multiplied,

and the Lord truly appears in many
places to be pouring out on his people a
spirit of grace and supplication.

The Synod are gratified to learn that

discipline has in several instances been
exercised with becoming tenderness and
decision, and will, they doubt not, be fol-

lowed by the happiest effects. They ob-

serve also with pleasure that there is

among the members of their body a grow-

ing concern for the spiritual welfare of

their respective congregations, in many
instances in which the Lord has not yet

made bare his arm. And in addition to

these heart-cheering proofs that their Re-
deemer liveth, the Synod rejoice to record

special manifestations of his power and

grace. The congregations of Smithfield

and South-Salem, in the bounds of the

North River Presbytery, have lately en-

joyed times of refreshing from the pre-

sence of the Lord ; and in the latter,

seventy-two precious souls have been, at

one communion, added to the Church,

and several others have been hopefully

converted.

In several Churches under the care of

the Presbytery of New-York, there are

very promising symptoms; especially m
the city of New-York, the aspect of the

churches is peculiarly flattering. In those of

Broome- street, Vandewater-street, Rose-
street, Corlear's Hook, the Bowery, and
especially Wall-street, there has been con-

siderable excitement, and encouraging

additions have been made to the commu-
nion of the Church. Spring-Street Church
has experienced an effusion of the Holy
Spirit within the last year ; and as the

fruits and evidences of this good work,

the names of fifty-two have been register-

ed among the people of God. The Brick

Church has witnessed, again, the descent

of the Holy Ghost, in his quickening,

enlightening, sanctifying and comforting

influences. While Christ's professed dis-

ciples have come valiantly, with one ac-

cord, to the help of the Lord, more than -

one hundred from the world have, during

the past year, it is supposed, been made
willing in the day of hisjwwer. The
Orange-Street Church, also, has been fa-

voured with a revival of religion. That
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afflicted city, chastised as it is by the

scourge of Heaven, may sing of mercy as

well as of judgment. It would seem as if

God proclaimed to it aloud from Heaven,

The day of vengeance is in my heart, and

the year of my redeemed is come.

Within the limits of the Presbytery of

Jersey, the Churches of Paterson and

Rockaway have each experienced a par-

tial outpouring of the Spirit of God. The

Church of Chatham, since last November,

has shared abundantly in the gracious in-

fluence of a gradual and powerful work

of God, which has resulted in th^ increas-

ed holiness of God's people, and an addi-

tion to their number of seventy-seven new

members. Since the opening of Spring,

the great Head of the Church has conde-

scended to visit Morristown in the multi-

tude of his mercies. He spake in power,

His disciples heard His awakening voice,

and came forth to meet their Lord. The

dead also heard and lived ; and one hun-

dred and twenty have already been added

to the Church. " This is the Lord's do-

ing, and it is marvellous in our eyes."

From the reports of the Presbytery of

New-Brunswick, it appears that there is

among the students of Nnssau Hall an in-

creasing spirit of benevole'nce manifef^ted

in the vigourous operations of their Bible,

Tract, and Education Societies—a spirit

which the Synod devoutly wish may ne-

ver decline, and which they cannot too

highly commend. The Theological Se-

minary at Princeton is still in a flourish-

ing state, and the students are generally

distinguished by unwearied diligence in

the prosecution of their studies, exem-
plary piety, unexceptionable morals, and
a habitual readiness to spend and be spent

for Christ and his Church. Since the

middle of May last, God having remem-
bered his holy covenant, and having given

ear to the prayers of his people, has mer-

cifully visited the Church of Bound-
Brook. His power has been displayed

in convincing and converting multitudes,

of all ages and classes : one hundred have

been added to the Church, and at least

one hundred more are deeply anxious,

and the revival still progresses : Chris-

tians, now awake, are expecting still

greater wonders of grace.

In the extensive region under the care

of the Presbytery of Newton, there is

much to encourage and gladden the hearts
of God's people. At Lamington, since the

latter end of June, forty have been added
to the Church, and about twenty more
are supposed to be still anxious. At Ger-
man Valley, since the middle of June,

about sixty have been awakened, thirty

of whom entertain a hope of having

passed from death to life, and there is yet

no apparent suspension of Divine influ-

ence. In the congregation of Mansfield,

it is conjectured that one hundred, since

the first of August, hiive discovered their

awful state while without God and hope
in the world ; some of whom, it is be-

lieved, have been bro^ught to enjoy the

liberty of the sons of God. Baskingridge

has again come up in remembrance be-

fore God : it is thought that the number
of the awakened in that congregation

since June, amounts to two hundred, and
about seventy are supposed to be hope-

fully converted.

In the Presbytery of Susquehannah,

which has lately been received under the

care of this Synod, while there is in many
places a famine of the word of God, in

others there are manifest proofs that

God has not forgotten to be gracious.

At North-Moreland, Gibson, and Silver

Lake, the power of God has been dis-

played in quickening his people and res-

cuing sinners as brands from the burning.

At Wilkesbarre and Kingston there has

been a special work of grace, and fifty

have declared themselves to be on th©

Lord's side.

In reviewing what God has done within

the bounds of this Synod during the last

year, ministers of the Gospel may find

powerful motives to make full proof of

their ministry—the people of God may
find strong encouragement to engage in

persevering and importunate prayer to

Him who hath done great things for them.

And all ought to join in the devout aspi-

ration :
" Blessed be the Lord God of

Israel, who only doeth wondrous things.

And blessed be his holy name for ever

:

and let the whole earth be filled with hr5

glory. Amm and Ammy
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